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A tale of two journeys...

On May 13, 1939, the luxury liner SS K. Louis sailed away from Hamburg, Germany, bound for Havana,
Cuba. On board were more than 900 Jewish refugees fleeing persecution in Nazi Germany. But an
indifferent world conspired against them. After being denied landing rights in Havana, the refugees were
turned away by the United States and Canada and forced to sail back to Europe, where the gathering storm of
the Holocaust awaited them.

Two of those refugees were Alex Goldschmidt, a sixty-year-old veteran of World War 1, and his seventeen-
year-old son Klaus Helmut Goldschmidt. After their trans-Atlantic voyage, they landed in France. They
would spend the next three years in one French camp after another before being shipped to Auschwitz in
1942.

Sixty-nine years later, Martin Goldsmith, Alex's grandson and Helmut's nephew, retraced their sad journey.
Beginning in lower Saxony where Alex was born, Martin spent six weeks on the road and covered more than
5,700 miles, setting foot on the earth Alex and Helmut trod during their final days. Alex's Wake is Martin's
eyewitness report.

The book offers a compelling history of the voyage of the S. Louis, including testimony from those on
board, atale of espionage, and the brave resolve of Captain Gustav Schroeder. It also offers a harrowing
chronicle of the vast network of campsin France, many of which were organized by the French themselves
with little or no encouragement from the Germans.

But Alex's Wake is also a contemporary travelogue and a heartfelt memoir of a second-generation American
Jew trying to make sense of his heritage and to escape the burden of guilt and fear he long thought was his
sole inheritance. Setting forth with the irrational, impossible desire to save two members of his family who
were murdered ten years before he was born, Goldsmith concludes his journey by coming home to a moving
symbol of remembrance at one of the scenes of the crime.
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From reader reviews:
Brooke Jenkins:

This Alex's Wake: A Voyage of Betrayal and a Journey of Remembrance book is just not ordinary book, you
have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read alot of information
you will get. This Alex's Wake: A Voyage of Betrayal and a Journey of Remembrance without we know
teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry Alex's
Wake: A Voyage of Betrayal and a Journey of Remembrance can bring any time you are and not make your
tote space or bookshelves come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Alex'sWake: A Voyage of Betrayal and a Journey of Remembrance having fine arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Geor ge Seal:

This Alex's Wake: A Voyage of Betrayal and a Journey of Remembrance is great book for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling
sentencesin it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Alex's Wake: A Voyage of Betrayal and a Journey of Remembrance in your hand like finding the
world inyour arm, factsin it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten
or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , thisis certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and
Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Dane People:

Isit an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Alex's Wake: A Voyage of Betrayal
and a Journey of Remembrance can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are thus
out of date, spending your time by reading in this new erais common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Mitchell Boone:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou need to know that
reading is very important along with book asto be the point. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update with regards to something
by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is
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