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Often problematically labeled as “Brutalist” architecture, the concrete buildings that transformed Boston
during 1960s and 1970s were conceived with progressive-minded intentions by some of the world’s most
influential designers, including Marcel Breuer, Le Corbusier, I. M. Pei, Henry Cobb, Araldo Cossutta,
Gerhard Kallmann and Michael McKinnell, Paul Rudolph, Josep Lluís Sert, and The Architects
Collaborative.
 
As a worldwide phenomenon, building with concrete represents one of the major architectural movements of
the postwar years, but in Boston it was deployed in more numerous and diverse civic, cultural, and academic
projects than in any other major U.S. city. After decades of stagnation and corrupt leadership, public
investment in Boston in the 1960s catalyzed enormous growth, resulting in a generation of bold buildings
that shared a vocabulary of concrete modernism. The period from the 1960 arrival of Edward J. Logue as the
powerful and often controversial director of the Boston Redevelopment Authority to the reopening of Quincy
Market in 1976 saw Boston as an urban laboratory for the exploration of concrete’s structural and sculptural
qualities. What emerged was a vision for the city’s widespread revitalization often referred to as the “New
Boston.”
 
Today, when concrete buildings across the nation are in danger of insensitive renovation or demolition,
Heroic presents the concrete structures that defined Boston during this remarkable period—from the well-
known (Boston City Hall, New England Aquarium, and cornerstones of the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology and Harvard University) to the already lost (Mary Otis Stevens and Thomas F. McNulty’s
concrete Lincoln House and Studio; Sert, Jackson & Associates’ Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary
School)—with hundreds of images; essays by architectural historians Joan Ockman, Lizabeth Cohen, Keith
N. Morgan, and Douglass Shand-Tucci; and interviews with a number of the architects themselves. The
product of 8 years of research and advocacy, Heroic surveys the intentions and aspirations of this period and
considers anew its legacies—both troubled and inspired.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Stenger:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Heroic: Concrete Architecture and the
New Boston book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this
book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Eduardo Ford:

This Heroic: Concrete Architecture and the New Boston usually are reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Heroic: Concrete Architecture and the New Boston can be on
the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed
anyone with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that
this Heroic: Concrete Architecture and the New Boston giving you an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Cathryn Walker:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Heroic: Concrete
Architecture and the New Boston, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its named reading friends.

James Edgar:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From
the book Heroic: Concrete Architecture and the New Boston we can consider more advantage. Don't you to
be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book Heroic: Concrete Architecture
and the New Boston. You can more pleasing than now.
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