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Ours is a culture riddled with preoccupations about health and disease, this text puts forward. In this study
Sander Gilman demonstrates how images of beauty and ugliness have constructed a visual history which
records the artificial boundaries that continue to divide "healthy" bodies from ones that are ill. He shows how
cultural fantasies of health and illness have come to be identified and defined by means of visual, aesthetic
criteria - for the healthy is now seen as beautiful and the ill as ugly. The history of our perception of the
"beautiful body," Gilman finds, is charged with anxieties about contagion and ugliness and, furthermore,
entangled with political implications brought about by our interpretation of "race" as a medical category.
Gilman looks at how 19th-century theorists collected medical and racial data from the shapes of noses, and at
contemporary fears concerning syphilis, as vividly personified in the diseased hero of Leroux's "The
Phantom of the Opera". He also scrutinizes Mark Twain's frank account of a visit to the Holy Land for signs
of implicit prejudice about the health or illness of the resident Arabs and Jews. These concerns are brought
up-to-date when the author turns to pathological case histories and recent AIDS posters issued by
governments worldwide.
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From reader reviews:

Charlene Stidham:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
whole day to reading a book. The book Picturing Health and Illness: Images of Identity and Difference it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides
high quality.

Josefina Roundtree:

Picturing Health and Illness: Images of Identity and Difference can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Picturing Health and Illness: Images
of Identity and Difference however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition
to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you
into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Angel Martinez:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Picturing Health and Illness: Images of
Identity and Difference is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If
you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make
you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Jonathan Carney:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have the
e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Picturing Health and Illness: Images of
Identity and Difference which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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