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Gershom Scholem was the master builder of historical studies of the Kabbalah. When he began to work on
this neglected field, the few who studied these texts were either amateurs who were looking for occult
wisdom, or old-style Kabbalists who were seeking guidance on their spiritual journeys. His work broke with
the outlook of the scholars of the previous century in Judaica—die Wissenschaft des Judentums, the Science
of Judaism—whose orientation he rejected, calling their “disregard for the most vital aspects of the Jewish
people as a collective entity: a form of “censorship of the Jewish past.” The major founders of modern
Jewish historical studies in the nineteenth century, Leopold Zunz and Abraham Geiger, had ignored the
Kabbalah; it did not fit into their account of the Jewish religion as rational and worthy of respect by
“enlightened” minds. The only exception was the historian Heinrich Graetz. He had paid substantial attention
to its texts and to their most explosive exponent, the false Messiah Sabbatai Zevi, but Graetz had depicted
the Kabbalah and all that flowed from it as an unworthy revolt from the underground of Jewish life against
its reasonable, law-abiding, and learned mainstream. Scholem conducted a continuing polemic with Zunz,
Geiger, and Graetz by bringing into view a Jewish past more varied, more vital, and more interesting than
any idealized portrait could reveal.
—from the Foreword by Arthur Hertzberg, 1995
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Ingram:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The The
Messianic Idea in Judaism: And Other Essays on Jewish Spirituality offer you a new experience in
examining a book.

Laura Thompson:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is The Messianic Idea in Judaism: And Other Essays on Jewish Spirituality
this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Loretta Tellis:

Beside that The Messianic Idea in Judaism: And Other Essays on Jewish Spirituality in your phone, it might
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It
is good thing to have The Messianic Idea in Judaism: And Other Essays on Jewish Spirituality because this
book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's
about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book
and read it from now!

Edna Kissel:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book The Messianic Idea in Judaism: And Other
Essays on Jewish Spirituality to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book



and examine it. Beside that the reserve The Messianic Idea in Judaism: And Other Essays on Jewish
Spirituality can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of
their time.
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