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HumAnimal explores the experience of dehumanization as the privation of speech. Taking up the figure of
silence as the space between human and animal, it traces the potential for an alternate political and ethical
way of life beyond law. Employing the resources offered by deconstruction as well as an ontological critique
of biopower, Kalpana Rahita Seshadri suggests that humAnimal, as the site of impropriety opened by racism
and manifested by silence, can be political and hazardous to power.

Through the lens of such works as Coetzee’s Foe, Chesnutt’s “The Dumb Witness,” Dr. Itard’s “wild child,”
and aerialist Philippe Petit’s Man on Wire, Seshadri lucidly brings Derrida’s concept of the trace and his
theory of sovereignty into conversation with Agamben’s investigation of the analytics of power. The task is
twofold: on the one hand, to question the logocentric presumption that determines the separation between
human and animal, and on the other to examine the conflation of this separation as an instrument of power in
the practice of racism. Thus HumAnimal details the differences and intersections between Derrida and
Agamben in their respective approaches to power, claiming that to think simultaneously within the registers
of deconstruction (which conceives of power as a symptom of the metaphysics of presence) and biopolitics
(which conceives of power as the operation of difference) entails a specification of the political and ethical
consequences that attends the two perspectives.

When considered as the potential of language to refuse the law of signification and semantics, silence can
neutralize the exercise of power through language, and Seshadri’s inquiry discloses a counterpower that does
not so much oppose or destroy the politics of the subject but rather neutralizes it and renders it ineffective.
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Brown:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this HumAnimal: Race, Law, Language (Posthumanities).

Robert Crawford:

HumAnimal: Race, Law, Language (Posthumanities) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing HumAnimal: Race,
Law, Language (Posthumanities) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well
as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you
into new stage of crucial pondering.

Jennifer Tomasini:

This HumAnimal: Race, Law, Language (Posthumanities) is great reserve for you because the content which
is full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if
you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having HumAnimal: Race, Law,
Language (Posthumanities) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Jamie Wallace:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This HumAnimal: Race, Law, Language
(Posthumanities) can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than
the others?
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