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Hailed as "exhilarating and suggestive" (Spectator), "thought-provoking and entertaining" (David Lodge,
Sunday Times), and "incisive and inspirational" (Guardian), What Good are the Arts? offers adelightfully
skeptical look at the nature of art. John Carey-one of Britain's most respected literary critics-here cuts
through the cant surrounding the fine arts, debunking claims that the arts make us better people or that
judgments about art are anything more than personal opinion. But Carey does argue strongly for the value of
art as an activity and for the superiority of one art in particular: literature. Literature, he contends, is the only
art capable of reasoning, and the only art that can criticize. Literature has the ability to inspire the mind and
the heart towards practical ends far better than any work of conceptual art. Here thenisalively and
stimulating invitation to debate the value of art, a provocative book that "anyone serioudly interested in the
arts should read" (Michael Dirda, The Washington Post).
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From reader reviews:
Rosa Tarpley:

In other case, little persons like to read book What Good Are the Arts?. Y ou can choose the best book if you
like reading abook. Given that we know about how is important a new book What Good Are the Arts?. You
can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book as
well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's examine.

Daniel Starkey:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Asyou may know
that book is very important for people. The book What Good Are the Arts? seemed to be making you to
know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you.
The e-book What Good Are the Arts? is not only giving you alot more new information but aso to be your
friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with the book What Good Are the Arts?. Y ou never truly feel lose out for everything if you read
some books.

Jerry Rivera:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friendsis thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you aready been ride on and with addition details. Even you love What Good Are the Arts?, you can
enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to missit? What kind of hangout typeisit? Oh
serioudly its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Edward Sullivan:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading abook. They are directly felt the ideawhen
they get ahalf portions of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book What Good Are the Arts? to make your
own personal reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading talent is devel oping when you
including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about
book and examining especialy. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to open up abook and learn it.
Beside that the publication What Good Are the Arts? can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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