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At two o'clock in the morning on 27 April 1865, seven miles north of Memphis on the Mississippi, the
sidewheel steamboat Sultana’s boilers suddenly exploded. Legally registered to carry 376 people, the boat
was packed with 2,100 recently released Union prisoners-of-war. Over 1,700 people died, making it the
worst marine disaster in U.S. history. This book looks at the disaster through the eyes of the victims
themselves. It offers a concise, minute-by-minute account on the cause of the explosion and its effect on
different parts of the boat.

To focus on the personal stories of the victims, both civilian and soldier, Gene Eric Salecker patiently
collected material from hundreds of letters, period newspaper stories, and other sources. Readers are first
introduced to victims while they are languishing in Confederate prisons and follow their release to an
exchange camp outside of Vicksburg to their eventual crowding onto the Sultana. His knowledgeable
narrative is interwoven with individual reminiscences, including those of the heroic rescuers. He offers
unprecedented details about the captain's handling of the steamboat and corrects some long-held myths about
the placement of the soldiers on the Sultana and newspaper coverage of the disaster.

A large portion of the book covers rescue attempts, both successful and failed, and the aftermath of the
disaster asit affected those involved. With its emphasis on the human-interest aspect of the Sultana, this
book bringsto the literature a critical point of view and much new information.
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From reader reviews:
John Mullen:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Disaster on the Mississippi: The Sultana Explosion, April 27,
1865.

Karon Hall:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y eah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their sparetime to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Disaster on
the Mississippi: The Sultana Explosion, April 27, 1865? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. Y ou aready
know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Hayden Roberts:

The book Disaster on the Mississippi: The Sultana Explosion, April 27, 1865 make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Disaster on the Mississippi: The Sultana Explosion, April 27, 1865 being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It ispossibleto
know everything if you like available and read a e-book Disaster on the Mississippi: The Sultana Explosion,
April 27, 1865. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others.
So, how do you think about this reserve?

Gloria Castaldo:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. Aswe know those publications
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can aso bring us to around the world. From
the book Disaster on the Mississippi: The Sultana Explosion, April 27, 1865 we can acquire more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the
best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book Disaster on
the Mississippi: The Sultana Explosion, April 27, 1865. Y ou can more appealing than now.
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