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The great painter Henri Matisse was also a great book illustrator. A pioneering member of the Fauves, a
supreme colorist, a remarkable draftsman, and a creative genius: this is the Matisse known and admired by
everyone with even a passing interest in modern art. But few know Matisse as an artist who designed and
illustrated his own books. From 1912 until his death in 1954, he engaged in nearly fifty illustration projects,
many of which rank among the greatest artists’ books of the twentieth century. A master printmaker, equally
adept in various media, he ensured that his prints would appear to best advantage in conjunction with the
printed page. He directly participated in page layout, typography, lettering, ornament, cover design, and even
the choice of text. More than any others of his rank and stature, he knew the principles of visual
communication and perceived the potential of letterpress printing.

Graphic Passion recounts the publication history of nearly fifty books illustrated by Matisse, including
masterworks such as Lettres portugaises, Mallarmé’s Poésies, and his own Jazz. It is the first
comprehensive, in-depth analysis of his book-production ventures and the first systematic survey of this
topic in English. Drawing on unpublished correspondence and business documents, it contains new
information about his illustration methods, typographic precepts, literary sensibilities, and staunch opinions
about the role of the artist in the publication process.
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From reader reviews:

Brandi Cardoza:

The book Graphic Passion: Matisse and the Book Arts (Penn State Series in the History of the Book) make
you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make examining a book Graphic Passion: Matisse and the Book Arts (Penn State Series in the History of the
Book) to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a book
Graphic Passion: Matisse and the Book Arts (Penn State Series in the History of the Book). Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Shawn Hunter:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question
because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Graphic Passion: Matisse and the Book
Arts (Penn State Series in the History of the Book) to read.

Lynn Lambert:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Graphic Passion: Matisse and the
Book Arts (Penn State Series in the History of the Book) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Michelle Morrow:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Graphic Passion: Matisse and the Book Arts (Penn State Series in the History
of the Book) why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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