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From Pulitzer Prize–winning American historian Joseph J. Ellis, the unexpected story of why the thirteen
colonies, having just fought off the imposition of a distant centralized governing power, would decide to
subordinate themselves anew.

We all know the famous opening phrase of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address: “Four score and seven years ago
our fathers brought forth on this Continent a new Nation.” The truth is different. In 1776, thirteen American
colonies declared themselves independent states that only temporarily joined forces in order to defeat the
British. Once victorious, they planned to go their separate ways. The triumph of the American Revolution
was neither an ideological nor a political guarantee that the colonies would relinquish their independence and
accept the creation of a federal government with power over their autonomy as states.

The Quartet is the story of this second American founding and of the men most responsible—George
Washington, Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, and James Madison. These men, with the help of Robert Morris
and Gouverneur Morris, shaped the contours of American history by diagnosing the systemic dysfunctions
created by the Articles of Confederation, manipulating the political process to force the calling of the
Constitutional Convention, conspiring to set the agenda in Philadelphia, orchestrating the debate in the state
ratifying conventions, and, finally, drafting the Bill of Rights to assure state compliance with the
constitutional settlement.

Ellis has given us a gripping and dramatic portrait of one of the most crucial and misconstrued periods in
American history: the years between the end of the Revolution and the formation of the federal government.
The Quartet unmasks a myth, and in its place presents an even more compelling truth—one that lies at the
heart of understanding the creation of the United States of America.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Ismael Roop:

With other case, little people like to read book The Quartet: Orchestrating the Second American Revolution,
1783-1789. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important the book The Quartet: Orchestrating the Second American Revolution, 1783-1789. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's study.

Mohammed Thomas:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication The Quartet: Orchestrating the
Second American Revolution, 1783-1789 will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
suitable book with you?

Fred Green:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific The
Quartet: Orchestrating the Second American Revolution, 1783-1789 book as nice and daily reading reserve.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Luis Ray:

The book untitled The Quartet: Orchestrating the Second American Revolution, 1783-1789 contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by
famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because
you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In
a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice read.
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