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A coming-of-age memoir about a young boy in rural Arkansas who searches for himself and his
distant father through soul music

Growing up in rural Arkansas, young Rashod Ollison turned to music to make sense of his life. The
dysfunction, sadness, and steely resilience of his family and neighbors was reflected in the R&B songs that
played on 45s in smoky rooms.

Steeped in the sounds, the smells, the salty language of rural Arkansas in the 1980s, Soul Serenade is the
memoir of a pop music critic whose love for soul music was fostered by his father, Raymond. Drafted into
the Vietnam War as a teenager, Raymond returned a changed man, “dead on the inside.” After his parents’
volatile marriage ended in divorce, Rashod was haunted by the memory of his itinerant father and his
mama’s long forgotten “sunshine smile.” For six-year-old Rashod, his father’s record collection—the music
of Aretha Franklin, Bobby Womack, Al Green, and others—provided solace, coherence, and escape.

Moving nine times during his childhood, Rashod constantly adjusted to new schools and homes with his two
sisters, Dusa and Reagan, and his mother, Dianne. Resilient and tough, while also being distant and punitive,
she worked multiple jobs, striving “to make ends wave at each other if they couldn’t meet.” He spent time
with his acerbic mother’s mother, Mama Teacake, and her family’s living-out-loud ways, which clashed with
his father’s family—religious, discreet, and appropriate—where Rashod gravitated to Big Mama and Paw
Paw, his father’s parents.

Becoming aware of his same-sex attraction, Rashod felt further isolated and alone but was encouraged by
mentors in the community who fostered his intelligence and talent. He became transformed through
discovering the writing of Toni Morrison, Alice Walker, Nikki Giovanni, and other literary greats, and these
books, along with the soulful sounds of the 1970s and 80s, enabled him to thrive in spite of the instability
and harshness of his childhood.

In textured and evocative language, and peppered with unexpected humor, Soul Serenade is an original and
captivating coming-of-age story set to an original beat.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Carpenter:

Typically the book Soul Serenade: Rhythm, Blues & Coming of Age Through Vinyl will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Soul Serenade:
Rhythm, Blues & Coming of Age Through Vinyl is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the
e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Erna Taylor:

Soul Serenade: Rhythm, Blues & Coming of Age Through Vinyl can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing
Soul Serenade: Rhythm, Blues & Coming of Age Through Vinyl but doesn't forget the main position, giving
the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This
great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Kyle Raya:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Soul Serenade: Rhythm, Blues & Coming of
Age Through Vinyl or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other
book likes Soul Serenade: Rhythm, Blues & Coming of Age Through Vinyl to make your spare time far
more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Judith Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is very
important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Soul Serenade:
Rhythm, Blues & Coming of Age Through Vinyl.
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