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After visiting Russia in 1921, the journalist Lincoln Steffens famously declared, "I have seen the future, and
it works." Steffens referred to the social experiment of technological utopianism he found in the Soviet
Union, where subway cars and farm tractors would carry the worker and peasant?figuratively and
literally?into the twentieth century. Believing that socialism and technology together created a brave new
world, Boleslaw Bierut of Poland and Kim Il Sung of North Korea?and other leaders?joined Russia’s
Vladimir Lenin and Leon Trotsky in embracing big technology with a verve and conviction that rivaled the
western world's.

Paul R. Josephson here explores these utopian visions of technology?and their unanticipated human and
environmental costs. He examines the role of technology in communist plans and policies and the interplay
between ideology and technological development. He shows that while technology was a symbol of regime
legitimacy and an engine of progress, the changes it spurred were not unequivocally positive. Instead of
achieving a worker’s paradise, socialist technologies exposed the proletariat to dangerous machinery and
deadly pollution; rather than freeing women from exploitation in family and labor, they paradoxically created
for them the dual?and exhausting?burdens of mother and worker. The future did not work.

The fall of the Soviet Union in 1991 marked the end of communism’s self-proclaimed glorious quest to
"reach and surpass" the West. Josephson’s intriguing study of how technology both helped and hindered this
effort asks new and important questions about the crucial issues inextricably linked with the development
and diffusion of technology in any sociopolitical system.
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From reader reviews:

Della Richardson:

This book untitled Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?: Technological Utopianism under Socialism, 1917-
1989 to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide
you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you
can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your
list.

Shane Hern:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this book. This Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?:
Technological Utopianism under Socialism, 1917-1989 is simple to create you can read it in the park your
car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book,
you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your
smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Judy Marinez:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the top
record in your reading list is definitely Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?: Technological Utopianism under
Socialism, 1917-1989. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning
into precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Jason Caldwell:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?: Technological
Utopianism under Socialism, 1917-1989 was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?: Technological Utopianism under Socialism, 1917-1989 has
many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in
which.
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