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Thomas Jefferson was a figure both central and polarizing in his own time, and despite the passage of two
centuries he remains so today. Author of the Declaration of Independence and the Virginia Statute for
Religious Freedom, yet at the same time a slaveholder who likely fathered six children by one of his slaves,
Jefferson has been seen as an embodiment of both the best and the worst in America’s conception and in its
history.

In Monticello in Mind, poet Lisa Russ Spaar collects fifty contemporary poems--most original to this
anthology--that engage the complex legacy of Thomas Jefferson and his plantation home at Monticello.
Many of these poems wrestle with the history of race and freedom at the heart of both Jefferson’s story and
America’s own. Others consider Jefferson as a figure of Enlightenment rationalism, who scrupulously
excised evidence of the supernatural from the gospels in order to construct his own version of Jesus’s moral
teachings. Still others approach Jefferson as an early colonizer of the West, whose purchase of the Louisiana
territory and launch of the Lewis and Clark expedition anticipated the era of Manifest Destiny.

Featuring a roster of poets both emerging and established--including Lucille Clifton, Rita Dove, Claudia
Emerson, Terrance Hayes, Robert Hass, Yusef Komunyakaa, Tracy K. Smith, Natasha Tretheway, Charles
Wright, and Kevin Young--this collection offers an aesthetically and culturally diverse range of perspectives
on a man whose paradoxes still abide at the heart of the American experiment.
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From reader reviews:

Tina Olsen:

The particular book Monticello in Mind: Fifty Contemporary Poems on Jefferson will bring that you the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Monticello in Mind: Fifty Contemporary Poems
on Jefferson is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

Nancy Jackson:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Monticello in Mind: Fifty Contemporary Poems
on Jefferson can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Tracy Painter:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Monticello in Mind: Fifty Contemporary
Poems on Jefferson or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science book, any other book likes Monticello in Mind: Fifty Contemporary Poems on Jefferson to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Susan Woods:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
identified as of book Monticello in Mind: Fifty Contemporary Poems on Jefferson. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to
other place.
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