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No one sees the world quite like John Gimlette. As The New York Times once noted, “he writes with
enormous wit, indignation, and a heightened sense of the absurd.” Writing for both the adventurer and the
armchair traveler, he has an eye for unusually telling detail, a sense of wonder, and compelling curiosity for
the inside story. This time, he travels to Sri Lanka, a country only now emerging from twenty-six years of
civil war. Delving deep into the nation’s story, Gimlette provides us with an astonishing, multifaceted
portrait of the island today.

His travels reveal the country as never before. Beginning in the exuberant capital, Colombo (“a hint of
anarchy everywhere”), he ventures out in all directions: to the dry zones where the island’s 5,800 wild
elephants congregate around ancient reservoirs; through cinnamon country with its Portuguese forts; to the
“Bible Belt” of Buddhism—the tsunami-ravaged southeast coast; then up into the great green highlands (“the
garden in the sky”) and Kandy, the country’s eccentric, aristocratic Shangri-la. Along the way, a wild and
often desperate history takes shape, a tale of great colonies (Arab, Portuguese, British, and Dutch) and of the
cultural divisions that still divide this society. Before long, we’re in Jaffna and the Vanni, crucibles of the
recent conflict. These areas—the hottest, driest, and least hospitable—have been utterly devastated by war
and are only now struggling to their feet.

But this is also a story of friendship and remarkable encounters. In the course of his journey, Gimlette meets
farmers, war heroes, ancient tribesmen, world-class cricketers, terrorists, a former president, old planters,
survivors of great massacres—and perhaps some of their perpetrators. That’s to say nothing of the island’s
beguiling fauna: elephants, crocodiles, snakes, storks, and the greatest concentration of leopards on Earth.
           
Here is a land of extravagant beauty and profound devastation, of ingenuity and catastrophe, possessed of
both a volatile past and an uncertain future—a place capable of being at once heavenly and hellish—all
brought to vibrant, fascinating life here on the page.
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From reader reviews:

Olga Noone:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Elephant Complex: Travels in Sri Lanka.

Marlene Childs:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Elephant Complex: Travels in Sri Lanka can
give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Elephant Complex: Travels in Sri Lanka.

Ethelyn Allen:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Elephant Complex: Travels in Sri Lanka can make you really feel more
interested to read.

Charles Parker:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. From the book Elephant Complex: Travels in Sri Lanka we can take more advantage. Don't you to
be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book Elephant Complex: Travels
in Sri Lanka. You can more desirable than now.
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