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When the Spanish landed in 1531, Peru’s territory was the nucleus of the highly developed Inca civilization.
Centered in Cuzco, the Inca empire extended over a vast region from northern Ecuador to central Chile. In
search of Inca wealth, Spanish explorer Francisco Pizarro, who arrived in the territory after the Incas had
fought a debilitating civil war, conquered the weakened people. The Spanish captured the Inca capital at
Cuzco in 1533 and consolidated their control by 1542. Gold and silver from the Andes enriched the
conquerors, and Peru became the principal source of Spanish wealth and power in South America. Pizarro
founded Lima in 1535. The viceroyalty in Lima had jurisdiction over all of Spanish-controlled South
America. Throughout the colonial period, right up to the wars of independence (1820 1824), Lima was the
most distinguished colonial capital. Peru’s independence movement was led by José de San Martín of
Argentina and Simón Bolívar of Venezuela. San Martín proclaimed Peru’s independence from Spain on July
28, 1821. Emancipation was completed in December 1824, when General Antonio José de Sucre defeated
the Spanish troops at Ayacucho, ending Spanish rule in South America. Spain made some futile attempts to
regain its former colonies, but in 1879, finally recognized Peru’s independence. After independence, Peru
and its neighbors engaged in intermittent territorial disputes. Chile’s invasion of Peru and Bolivia in the War
of the Pacific (1879 1883) resulted in a territorial settlement. Following a clash between Peru and Ecuador in
1941, the Rio Protocol sought to establish boundaries between the two countries. Continuing border
disagreements led to brief armed conflicts in 1981 and 1995, but in 1998, Peru and Ecuador signed a historic
peace treaty and drew up boundaries at the border. In 1999, Peru and Chile likewise implemented the last
outstanding article of their 1929 border agreement. The military has been prominent in Peruvian history.
Coups have repeatedly interrupted civilian constitutional government. The most recent period of military rule
(1968 1980) began when General Juan Velasco Alvarado overthrew elected President Fernando Belaúnde
Terry of the Popular Action (Acción Popular or AP) Party. Velasco undertook an extensive agrarian reform
program and nationalized the fish meal industry, some petroleum companies, and several banks and mining
firms. Francisco Morales Bermúdez, a centrist Peruvian general who came to power in 1975, moved the
revolution into a more pragmatic second phase, tempering the authoritarian abuses of Velasco and beginning
the task of restoring the country’s economy. Morales Bermúdez presided over the return to civilian
government in accordance with a new constitution drawn up in 1979. In the May 1980 elections, Belaúnde
was returned to office by an impressive plurality. Nagging economic problems left over from the military
government persisted, worsened by an occurrence of the El Niño weather phenomenon in 1982 1983, which
caused widespread flooding on the coast and a severe drought in the highlands. The El Niño decimated
schools of ocean fish, a major revenue source.
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From reader reviews:

Cameron Keller:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. For you who
want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Peru in Depth: A Peace Corps Publication book as
basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Debbie Jackson:

The e-book untitled Peru in Depth: A Peace Corps Publication is the e-book that recommended to you to
learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that
publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Peru in Depth: A Peace Corps Publication from the publisher to
make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Thomas Obrien:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Peru in Depth: A Peace Corps
Publication that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all
over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react in
the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at
as your good habit, you could pick Peru in Depth: A Peace Corps Publication become your own starter.

Rhonda Rudder:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Peru in Depth: A Peace Corps
Publication or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science book,
any other book likes Peru in Depth: A Peace Corps Publication to make your spare time more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.
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