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How did the Republic of Venice go 486 years without a single coup d’état or coup attempt? Is it the same
force that has generated stability in Britain since 1746, in the United States since 1776, and in a growing
number of nations around the world?

This thoughtful and engaging book offers the first extended analysis of coups, which have played a central
role in world history and politics. Ivan Perkins draws on his extensive research on the history and inner
workings of coups to explain how a small but growing number of nations have escaped chronic violence and
built states with perpetually peaceful transfers of power. Readers will explore the rising coup-free zone, from
the baroque system behind 486 years of stability in Venice to today’s heavy-handed but efficient regime in
Singapore. Along the way, the author recounts some of history’s most gripping political intrigues: the
spontaneous street uprising against King Tarquinius Superbus in Rome, the machinations of Bengali officials
that launched the British Empire, and the fears that compelled General Pinochet to join a coup and become
dictator of Chile.

Perkins examines in detail the first three coup-free states. He argues against the standard theory of stability,
which holds that professional military officers are so thoroughly trained in ethics and civilian control that
leading a coup would be unthinkable. Instead, he proposes a new and simpler interpretation: stability is
founded not on ethics but on law. An impartial rule of law weakens personal loyalty relationships, especially
within the political-military establishment, and inhibits grand criminal conspiracies. The book concludes
with a new explanation for the “democratic peace” and shows why coup-free states form enduring alliances.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Sims:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled
Vanishing Coup: The Pattern of World History since 1310? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before.
Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

John Moore:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time
to be read. Vanishing Coup: The Pattern of World History since 1310 can be your answer because it can be
read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Ryan Moore:

This Vanishing Coup: The Pattern of World History since 1310 is new way for you who has interest to look
for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Vanishing Coup: The Pattern of
World History since 1310 can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this book is
easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean
in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy
this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life and knowledge.

Thomas Baxter:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and Vanishing Coup: The Pattern of World History since 1310
or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you
feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes
Vanishing Coup: The Pattern of World History since 1310 to make your spare time much more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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