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Suppose you knew that, though you yourself would live your life to its natural end, the earth and all its
inhabitants would be destroyed thirty days after your death. To what extent would you remain committed to
your current projects and plans? Would scientists still search for a cure for cancer? Would couples still want
children?

In Death and the Afterlife, philosopher Samuel Scheffler poses this thought experiment in order to show that
the continued life of the human race after our deaths--the "afterlife" of the title--matters to us to an
astonishing and previously neglected degree. Indeed, Scheffler shows that, in certain important respects, the
future existence of people who are as yet unborn matters more to us than our own continued existence and
the continued existence of those we love. Without the expectation that humanity has a future, many of the
things that now matter to us would cease to do so. By contrast, the prospect of our own deaths does little to
undermine our confidence in the value of our activities. Despite the terror we may feel when contemplating
our deaths, the prospect of humanity's imminent extinction would pose a far greater threat to our ability to
lead lives of wholehearted engagement. Scheffler further demonstrates that, although we are not
unreasonable to fear death, personal immortality, like the imminent extinction of humanity, would also
undermine our confidence in the values we hold dear. His arresting conclusion is that, in order for us to lead
value-laden lives, what is necessary is that we ourselves should die and that others should live.

Death and the Afterlife concludes with commentary by four distinguished philosophers--Harry Frankfurt,
Niko Kolodny, Seana Shiffrin, and Susan Wolf--who discuss Scheffler's ideas with insight and imagination.
Scheffler adds a final reply.
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From reader reviews:

Leroy Torres:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Death and the Afterlife is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Robert Music:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Death
and the Afterlife, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can
inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Eva Sexton:

Death and the Afterlife can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to
put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Death and the Afterlife nevertheless doesn't forget
the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Emily Boyd:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Death and the
Afterlife.
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