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The Book of the Dead by Muriel Rukeyser was published as part of her 1938 volume U.S. 1. The poem,
which is probably the most ambitious and least understood work of Depression-era American verse,
commemorates the worst industrial accident in U.S. history, the Gauley Tunnel tragedy. In this terrible
disaster, an undetermined number of men—likely somewhere between 700 and 800—died of acute silicosis,
a lung disorder caused by prolonged inhalation of silica dust, after working on a tunnel project in Fayette
County, West Virginia, in the early 1930s.
After many years of relative neglect, The Book of the Dead has recently returned to print and has become the
subject of critical attention. In Muriel Rukeyser’s “The Book of the Dead,” Tim Dayton continues that study
by characterizing the literary and political world of Rukeyser at the time she wrote The Book of the Dead. 
Rukeyser’s poem clearly emerges from 1930s radicalism, as well as from Rukeyser’s deeply felt calling to
poetry. After describing the world from which the poem emerged, Dayton sets up the fundamental factual
matters with which the poem is concerned, detailing the circumstances of the Gauley Tunnel tragedy, and
establishes a framework derived from the classical tripartite division of the genres—epic, lyric, and dramatic.
Through this framework, he sees Rukeyser presenting a multifaceted reflection upon the significance,
particularly the historical significance, of the Gauley Tunnel tragedy. For Rukeyser, that disaster was the
emblem of a history in which those who do the work of the world are denied control of the vast powers they
bring into being.
Dayton also studies the critical reception of The Book of the Dead and determines that while the
contemporary response was mixed, most reviewers felt that Rukeyser had certainly attempted something of
value and significance. He pays particular attention to John Wheelwright’s critical review and to the defenses
of Rukeyser launched in the 1980s and 1990s by Louise Kertesz and Walter Kalaidjian. The author also
examines the relationship between Marxism as a theory of history governing The Book of the Dead and the
poem itself, which presents a vision of history.
Based upon primary scholarship in Rukeyser’s papers, a close reading of the poem, and Marxist theory,
Muriel Rukeyser’s “The Book of the Dead” offers a comprehensive and compelling analysis of The Book of
the Dead and will likely remain the definitive work on this poem.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Riley:

This Muriel Rukeyser's the Book of the Dead are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Muriel Rukeyser's the Book of the Dead can be on the list of great
books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information
that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Muriel Rukeyser's the Book of the
Dead giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Jose Goodell:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the characters do it
anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Muriel
Rukeyser's the Book of the Dead, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Stephen Beatty:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this Muriel
Rukeyser's the Book of the Dead.

Joshua Miner:

Beside this Muriel Rukeyser's the Book of the Dead in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close
to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Muriel Rukeyser's the Book of the Dead because this book offers to your account readable information. Do
you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen
if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from at this
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