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Language is the life blood of a culture, and to be interested in culture is in some sense to be interested in
language, in the shapes and sounds of words, in the history of reading, writing, and speech, in the endless
variety of dialects and slangs, in the incessant creativity of the human mind as it reaches out to others. It is
surprising then that until now there has been no major one-volume reference devoted to the most widely
dispersed and influential language of our time: the English language.
A language-lover's dream, The Oxford Companion to the English Language is a thousand-page cornucopia
covering virtually every aspect of the English language as well as language in general. The range of topics is
remarkable, offering a goldmine of information on writing and speech (including entries on grammar,
literary terms, linguistics, rhetoric, and style) as well as on such wider issues as sexist language, bilingual
education, child language acquisition, and the history of English. There are biographies of Shakespeare,
Noah Webster, Noam Chomsky, James Joyce, and many others who have influenced the shape or study of
the language; extended articles on everything from psycholinguistics to sign language to tragedy; coverage
of every nation in which a significant part of the population speaks English as well as virtually every
regional dialect and pidgin (from Gullah and Scouse to Cockney and Tok Pisin). In addition, the Companion
provides bibliographies for the larger entries, generous cross-referencing, etymologies for headwords, a
chronology of English from Roman times to 1990, and an index of people who appear in entries or
bibliographies. And like all Oxford Companions, this volume is packed with delightful surprises. We learn,
for instance, that the first Professor of Rhetoric at Harvard later became President (John Quincy Adams); that
"slogan" originally meant "war cry"; that the keyboard arrangement QWERTY became popular not because
it was efficient but the opposite (it slows down the fingers and keeps them from jamming the keys); that
"mbenzi" is Swahili for "rich person" (i.e., one who owns a Mercedes Benz); and that in Scotland, "to dree
yir ain weird" means "to follow your own star."
From Scrabble to Websters to TESOL to Gibraltar, the thirty-five hundred entries here offer more
information on a wider variety of topics than any other reference on the English language. Featuring the
work of nearly a hundred scholars from around the world, this unique volume is the ideal shelf-mate to The
Oxford Companion to English Literature. It will captivate everyone who loves language.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Parker:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The
Oxford Companion to the English Language, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Thomas Paris:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Oxford Companion to the
English Language guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can
be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism The Oxford
Companion to the English Language as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is
one e-book that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to
one more sixth sense.

Theresa Diaz:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Oxford Companion to the
English Language which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Carl Harber:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Oxford Companion to the English Language
was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Oxford Companion to the English
Language has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored,
any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading
that will.
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