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Over the past fifty years, knowledge of the natural world, history, and human behavior has expanded
dramatically. What has been learned in the academy has become part of political discourse, sermons, and
everyday conversation. The dominant medium for transferring knowledge from universities to the publicis
popularization?books of serious nonfiction that make complex ideas and information accessible to
nonexperts. Such writers as Carl Sagan, Stephen Jay Gould, Stephen Hawking, Daniel Boorstin, and Robert
Coles have attracted hundreds of thousands of readers. As fields such as biology, physics, history, and
psychology have changed the ways we view ourselves and our place in the universe, popularization has
played an essential rolein helping us to understand our world.

Expanding the American Mind begins by comparing fiction and nonfiction?their relative respectability in the
eyes of reading experts and in the opinions of readers themselves. It then traces the roots of popularization
from the Middle Ages to the present, examining changesin literacy, education, and university politics.
Focusing on the period since World War 11, it examines the ways that curricular reform has increased interest
in popularization as well as the impact of specialization and professionalization among the faculty. It looks at
the motivations of academic authors and the risks and rewards that come from writing for a popular
audience. It also explains how experts write for nonexperts?the rhetorical devices they use and the voicesin
which they communicate.

Beth Luey aso looks at the readers of popularizations?their motivations for reading, the ways they evaluate
nonfiction, and how they choose what to read. Thisisthe first book to use surveys and online reader
responses to study nonfiction reading. It also compares the experience of reading serious nonfiction with that
of reading other genres.

Using publishers' archives and editor-author correspondence, Luey goes on to examine what editors,
designers, and marketersin this very competitive business do to create and sell popularizations to the largest
audience possible. In abrief afterword she discusses popularization and the Web. The result isa highly
readable and engaging survey of this distinctive genre of writing.
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From reader reviews:
Jorge Hinkley:

This Expanding the American Mind: Books and the Popularization of Knowledge book is simply not
ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read alot of
information you will get. This specific Expanding the American Mind: Books and the Popul arization of
Knowledge without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
always be worry Expanding the American Mind: Books and the Popularization of Knowledge can bring
when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Expanding the American Mind: Books and the Popularization
of Knowledge having fine arrangement in word as well aslayout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Jerald Elliott:

This book untitled Expanding the American Mind: Books and the Popularization of Knowledge to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get alot of
benefit into it. Y ou will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it through online.
The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your
list.

April Hall:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
al right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Expanding the
American Mind: Books and the Popul arization of Knowledge which isfinding the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's find.

Jessie Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou need to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book isimportant thing to provide you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update concerning something by
book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Expanding
the American Mind: Books and the Popularization of Knowledge.
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