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This study of the regulation of sexuality in the Qing dynasty explores the social context for sexual behavior
criminalized by the state, arguing that the eighteenth century in China was a time of profound change in
sexual matters. During this time, the basic organizing principle for state regulation of sexuality shifted away
from status, under which members of different groups had long been held to distinct standards of familial
and sexual morality. In its place, a new regime of gender mandated a uniform standard of sexual morality
and criminal liability across status boundaries—all people were expected to conform to gender roles defined
in terms of marriage.

This shift in the regulation of sexuality, manifested in official treatment of charges of adultery, rape, sodomy,
widow chastity, and prostitution, represented the imperial state’s efforts to cope with disturbing social and
demographic changes. Anachronistic status categories were discarded to accommodate a more fluid social
structure, and the state initiated new efforts to enforce rigid gender roles and thus to shore up the peasant
family against a swelling underclass of single, rogue males outside the family system. These men were
demonized as sexual predators who threatened the chaste wives and daughters (and the young sons) of
respectable households, and a flood of new legislation targeted them for suppression.

In addition to presenting official and judicial actions regarding sexuality, the book tells the story of people
excluded from accepted patterns of marriage and household who bonded with each other in unorthodox ways
(combining sexual union with resource pooling and fictive kinship) to satisfy a range of human needs. This
previously invisible dimension of Qing social practice is brought into sharp focus by the testimony, gleaned
from local and central court archives, of such marginalized people as peasants, laborers, and beggars.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brill:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Sex, Law, and Society in Late Imperial China (Law, Society, and Culture in China), it is
possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others,
make them reading a book.

Dennis Scott:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day every
day to reading a reserve. The book Sex, Law, and Society in Late Imperial China (Law, Society, and Culture
in China) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people
were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-
book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book possesses high quality.

Jessica Bowman:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It all right you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone.
Like Sex, Law, and Society in Late Imperial China (Law, Society, and Culture in China) which is keeping
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Margarita Culbertson:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of
book Sex, Law, and Society in Late Imperial China (Law, Society, and Culture in China). You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier
to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other



place.
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