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The relationship between the Hebrew heroes David and Jonathan has caught the attention of popular and
scholarly writers alike. Yet there is little agreement about the nature of this relationship that speaks of a love
between two men that 'surpasses the love of a man for a woman' (2 Sam. 1.26). Weighing the arguments of
scholars including Nissinen, Stone and Zehnder, Heacock produces a meta-critical analysis of the many
interpretations of the relationship between David and Jonathan, identifying three dominant readings: the
traditional political-theological interpretation, the homoerotic interpretation, and the homosocial
interpretation. After outlining the three interpretive approaches, Heacock considers the evidence cited to
support each: namely, themes in the David and Jonathan narrative and related biblical texts, ancient political
treaties, laws pertaining to homogenital behaviour in the ancient Mediterranean world, and the heroic tales of
the Gilgamesh Epic and Homer's Iliad. By applying recent epistemological shifts in knowledge as developed
in the interdisciplinary fields of sexuality studies, queer studies and ancient studies, Heacock emphasizes the
inescapability of the modern reader's cultural context when reading the narrative, particularly the influence of
modern discourses of sexuality. Rather than suggest an alternative historical reading, Heacock turns the
debate on its head by abandoning claims to historical veracity and embracing the input of the contemporary
queer reader. Using queer theory and reader-response criticism, he offers a reading of the relationship
between David and Jonathan through the lens of contemporary gay male friendships. This queer reading not
only celebrates manly love in its numerous forms, but also adds a self-critical voice to the discussion that
exposes the heteronormative assumptions underlying the questions often asked of the narrative.
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From reader reviews:

Marsha Cox:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet
and the resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How people
have to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Jonathan Loved David: Manly Love in
the Bible and the Hermeneutics of Sex (Bible in the Modern World) book because book offers you rich info
and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Jean Hogue:

The reserve untitled Jonathan Loved David: Manly Love in the Bible and the Hermeneutics of Sex (Bible in
the Modern World) is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve
content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share
for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Jonathan Loved David: Manly
Love in the Bible and the Hermeneutics of Sex (Bible in the Modern World) from the publisher to make you
far more enjoy free time.

Liliana Stevens:

Jonathan Loved David: Manly Love in the Bible and the Hermeneutics of Sex (Bible in the Modern World)
can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-
book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Jonathan Loved David: Manly Love in the Bible and the Hermeneutics of Sex (Bible
in the Modern World) nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition
to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Laurence Terry:

You could spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Jonathan Loved David: Manly Love
in the Bible and the Hermeneutics of Sex (Bible in the Modern World) is simple to develop you can read it in
the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically
the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.
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