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The Council of Trent (1545–1563), the Catholic Church’s attempt to put its house in order in response to the
Protestant Reformation, has long been praised and blamed for things it never did. Now, in this first full one-
volume history in modern times, John W. O’Malley brings to life the volatile issues that pushed several Holy
Roman emperors, kings and queens of France, and five popes—and all of Europe with them—repeatedly to
the brink of disaster.

During the council’s eighteen years, war and threat of war among the key players, as well as the Ottoman
Turks’ onslaught against Christendom, turned the council into a perilous enterprise. Its leaders declined to
make a pronouncement on war against infidels, but Trent’s most glaring and ironic silence was on the
authority of the papacy itself. The popes, who reigned as Italian monarchs while serving as pastors, did
everything in their power to keep papal reform out of the council’s hands—and their power was
considerable. O’Malley shows how the council pursued its contentious parallel agenda of reforming the
Church while simultaneously asserting Catholic doctrine.

Like What Happened at Vatican II, O’Malley’s Trent: What Happened at the Council strips mythology from
historical truth while providing a clear, concise, and fascinating account of a pivotal episode in Church
history. In celebration of the 450th anniversary of the council’s closing, it sets the record straight about the
much misunderstood failures and achievements of this critical moment in European history.
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From reader reviews:

Doug Herring:

With other case, little folks like to read book Trent: What Happened at the Council. You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book Trent: What
Happened at the Council. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Jackie Caldwell:

The book Trent: What Happened at the Council make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to
make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having
big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Trent: What Happened at the Council being
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a publication Trent: What
Happened at the Council. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others.
So , how do you think about this publication?

James Fong:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get great deal of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read will be Trent:
What Happened at the Council.

Catherine Hudson:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Trent: What Happened at the Council
is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.
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