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Bayard Rustin is one of the most important figures in the history of the American civil rights movement.
Before Martin Luther King, before Malcolm X, Bayard Rustin was working to bring the cause to the
forefront of America's consciousness. A teacher to King, an international apostle of peace, and the organizer
of the famous 1963 March on Washington, he brought Gandhi's philosophy of nonviolence to America and
helped launch the civil rights movement. Nonetheless, Rustin has been largely erased by history, in part
because he was an African American homosexual. Acclaimed historian John D'Emilio tells the full and
remarkable story of Rustin's intertwined lives: his pioneering and public person and his oblique and
stigmatized private self.

It was in the tumultuous 1930s that Bayard Rustin came of age, getting his first lessons in politics through
the Communist Party and the unrest of the Great Depression. A Quaker and a radical pacifist, he went to
prison for refusing to serve in World War II, only to suffer a sexual scandal. His mentor, the great pacifist A.
J. Muste, wrote to him, "You were capable of making the 'mistake' of thinking that you could be the leader in
a revolution...at the same time that you were a weakling in an extreme degree and engaged in practices for
which there was no justification."

Freed from prison after the war, Rustin threw himself into the early campaigns of the civil rights and anti-
nuclear movements until an arrest for sodomy nearly destroyed his career. Many close colleagues and friends
abandoned him. For years after, Rustin assumed a less public role even though his influence was everywhere.
Rustin mentored a young and inexperienced Martin Luther King in the use of nonviolence. He planned
strategy for the Southern Christian Leadership Conference until Congressman Adam Clayton Powell
threatened to spread a rumor that King and Rustin were lovers. Not until Rustin's crowning achievement as
the organizer of the 1963 March on Washington would he finally emerge from the shadows that homophobia
cast over his career. Rustin remained until his death in 1987 committed to the causes of world peace, racial
equality, and economic justice.

Based on more than a decade of archival research and interviews with dozens of surviving friends and
colleagues of Rustin's, Lost Prophet is a triumph. Rustin emerges as a hero of the black freedom struggle and
a singularly important figure in the lost gay history of the mid-twentieth century. John D'Emilio's compelling
narrative rescues a forgotten figure and brings alive a time of great hope and great tragedy in the not-so-
distant past.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Vasquez:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important for people. The book Lost Prophet : The Life and Times of Bayard Rustin had
been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The guide Lost Prophet : The Life and Times of Bayard Rustin is not only giving
you far more new information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book Lost Prophet : The Life and
Times of Bayard Rustin. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Edward Kirklin:

Here thing why this particular Lost Prophet : The Life and Times of Bayard Rustin are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content from it which
is the content is as tasty as food or not. Lost Prophet : The Life and Times of Bayard Rustin giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar
with Lost Prophet : The Life and Times of Bayard Rustin. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up
your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you.
You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. When
you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Lost Prophet : The Life and
Times of Bayard Rustin in e-book can be your option.

Thomas Moore:

The e-book with title Lost Prophet : The Life and Times of Bayard Rustin has a lot of information that you
can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u
to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Bruce Harrison:

The book untitled Lost Prophet : The Life and Times of Bayard Rustin contain a lot of information on the
idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The
author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice
go through.
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