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Born after World War I into an educated and progressive Polish family, Peter F. Dembowski was a teenager
during the joint occupation of Poland by Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union. His account of life as a young
Polish soldier, as an immigrant to Canada, and finally as an American professor is a gripping narrative of life
before, during, and after the horrors of World War II. Skillfully weaving a tapestry of emotion and history,
Dembowski recounts the effects of loss: at age twelve, his father’s death; and later, the arrest of his mother
and sister by the Gestapo and their execution in 1942 in the women’s concentration camp of Ravensbrück.
Balancing those tragedies, Dembowski recalls the loving care given him by Janina Dembowska, the wife of
his paternal uncle, as well as the inspiring strength of character he witnessed in his teachers and extended
family. Still a very young-looking teenager, Dembowski became involved with the Polish Underground in
1942. Suspected as a konspirator, he was incarcerated in Pawiak Prison and later, after a rare release, fought
in the Warsaw Uprising of 1944. His on-the-ground account describes the deprivations Polish soldiers faced
as well as the fierce patriotism they shared. With the defeat of the Uprising, he was deported to Sandbostel;
once liberated, he joined the Polish Army in Italy, serving there for two years. In 1947, Dembowski made the
momentous decision not to return to Poland but rather to emigrate to Canada. We learn of his stint as a
farmhand and, later, of his studies at the University of British Columbia in Vancouver. He continued his
education in France, receiving a Doctorat de l’Université de Paris in Russian philology and, in 1960, a PhD
from the University of California at Berkeley in medieval French. In tandem with his successful academic
career teaching at the University of Toronto and at the University of Chicago, Dembowski describes his
happy marriage and the joy of family life.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Propst:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based
on what kind of publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if
you want really feel happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the
Memoirs Red and White: Poland, the War, and After is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Karen Horton:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you study a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon.
The Memoirs Red and White: Poland, the War, and After provide you with a new experience in looking at a
book.

Jennifer Pittman:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Memoirs Red and White: Poland, the
War, and After can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have
than the others?

Charles Hopper:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many
books in the top collection in your reading list is Memoirs Red and White: Poland, the War, and After. This
book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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