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From antebellum slavery to the twenty-first century, African American funeral directors have orchestrated
funerals or “homegoing” ceremonies with dignity and pageantry. As entrepreneurs in a largely segregated
trade, they were among the few black individuals in any community who were economically independent
and not beholden to the local white power structure. Most important, their financial freedom gave them the
ability to support the struggle for civil rights and, indeed, to serve the living as well as bury the dead.

During the Jim Crow era, black funeral directors relied on racial segregation to secure their foothold in
America’s capitalist marketplace. With the dawning of the civil rights age, these entrepreneurs were drawn
into the movement to integrate American society, but were also uncertain how racial integration would affect
their business success. From the beginning, this tension between personal gain and community service
shaped the history of African American funeral directing.

For African Americans, death was never simply the end of life, and funerals were not just places to mourn.
In the “hush harbors” of the slave quarters, African Americans first used funerals to bury their dead and to
plan a path to freedom. Similarly, throughout the long?and often violent?struggle for racial equality in the
twentieth century, funeral directors aided the cause by honoring the dead while supporting the living. To
Serve the Living offers a fascinating history of how African American funeral directors have been integral to
the fight for freedom.
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From reader reviews:

William Perez:

Here thing why this specific To Serve the Living: Funeral Directors and the African American Way of Death
are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the
content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. To Serve the Living: Funeral Directors and
the African American Way of Death giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find
any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with To Serve the Living: Funeral Directors and the
African American Way of Death. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about
the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the published book maybe the form of To Serve the Living: Funeral Directors and the African
American Way of Death in e-book can be your choice.

Frances Hairston:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This To Serve the Living: Funeral Directors and the African American Way of
Death book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
give to you. The writer of To Serve the Living: Funeral Directors and the African American Way of Death
content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking To Serve the Living: Funeral Directors
and the African American Way of Death is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Maria Lacher:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long to
reading a e-book. The book To Serve the Living: Funeral Directors and the African American Way of Death
it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-
book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but
this book has high quality.

Courtney O\'Donnell:

The book untitled To Serve the Living: Funeral Directors and the African American Way of Death contain a
lot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very



straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime.
In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it.
Have a nice study.
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