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As the commercialization of American higher education accelerates, more and more students are coming to
college with the narrow aim of obtaining a preprofessional credential. The traditional four-year college
experience--an exploratory time for students to discover their passions and test ideas and values with the help
of teachers and peers--is in danger of becoming a thing of the past.

In College, prominent cultural critic Andrew Delbanco offers a trenchant defense of such an education, and
warns that it is becoming a privilege reserved for the relatively rich. In arguing for what a true college
education should be, he demonstrates why making it available to as many young people as possible remains
central to America's democratic promise.

In a brisk and vivid historical narrative, Delbanco explains how the idea of college arose in the colonial
period from the Puritan idea of the gathered church, how it struggled to survive in the nineteenth century in
the shadow of the new research universities, and how, in the twentieth century, it slowly opened its doors to
women, minorities, and students from low-income families. He describes the unique strengths of America's
colleges in our era of globalization and, while recognizing the growing centrality of science, technology, and
vocational subjects in the curriculum, he mounts a vigorous defense of a broadly humanistic education for
all. Acknowledging the serious financial, intellectual, and ethical challenges that all colleges face today,
Delbanco considers what is at stake in the urgent effort to protect these venerable institutions for future
generations.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Jones:

The book College: What it Was, Is, and Should Be can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book College: What it Was, Is, and Should
Be? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many facts for
us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for
that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book College: What it Was, Is, and Should Be
has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous
world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Hollinger:

Typically the book College: What it Was, Is, and Should Be will bring someone to the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to
learn, this book very suited to you. The book College: What it Was, Is, and Should Be is much recommended
to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Sylvia Alexander:

The book untitled College: What it Was, Is, and Should Be is the book that recommended to you to study.
You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research when write the
book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the
e-book of College: What it Was, Is, and Should Be from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Jack Murray:

The reason? Because this College: What it Was, Is, and Should Be is an unordinary book that the inside of
the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading
this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a
lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.
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