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What does diaspora mean? Until quite recently, the word had a specific and restricted meaning, referring
principally to the dispersal and exile of the Jews. But since the 1960s, the term diaspora has proliferated to a
remarkable extent, to the point where it is now applied to migrants of almost every kind.

This Very Short Introduction explains where the concept of diaspora came from, how its meaning changed
over time, why its usage has expanded so dramatically in recent years, and how it can both clarify and distort
the nature of migration. Kevin Kenny highlights the strength of diaspora as a mode of explanation, focusing
on three key elements--movement, connectivity, and return--and illustrating his argument with examples
drawn from Jewish, Armenian, African, Irish, and Asian diasporas. He shows that diasporais not simply a
synonym for the movement of people. Its explanatory power is greatest when people believe that their
departure was forced rather than voluntary. Thus diaspora would not really explain most of the Irish
migration to America, but it does shed light on the migration compelled by the Great Famine. Kenny also
describes how migrants and their descendants devel op diasporic cultures abroad--regardless of the form their
migration takes--based on their connections with a homeland, real or imagined, and with people of common
origin in other parts of the world. Finally, most conceptions of diaspora feature the dream of areturnto a
homeland, even when this yearning does not involve an actual physical relocation.

About the Series;

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politicsto Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply atextbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and compl ete--discussions of the central issuesin agiven discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventualy, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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From reader reviews:
Elizabeth Frizzell:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Diaspora: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel alot more confidence if you
can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you
bored. It isfar from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book
or suited book with you?

Irma Patter son:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the erathat is aways change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is agood choice for you but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Diaspora: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

James Bar clay:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fed it? Would you like to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the guide untitled Diaspora: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can
be fine book to read. May beit is usually best activity to you.

Edward Yung:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get ahalf elements of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Diaspora: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) to make your reading is interesting. Y our skill of reading ability is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the idea about book and looking at especialy. It isto beinitially opinion for you to like to wide open a book
and examine it. Beside that the e-book Diaspora: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can
to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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