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This volume examines notions of health and illness in North Indian devotional culture, with particular
attention paid to the worship of the goddess Sitala, the Cold Lady. Consistently portrayed in colonial and
postcolonial literature as the ambiguous 'smallpox goddess', Sitala is here discussed as a protector of children
and women, a portrayal that emerges from textual sources as well as material culture.

The eradication of smallpox did not pose a threat to Sitala and her worship. She continues to be an extremely
popular goddess. Religion, Devotion and Medicine in North India critically examines the rise and affirmation
of the 'smallpox myth' in India and beyond, and explains how Indian narratives, ritual texts and devotional
songs have celebrated Sitala as a loving mother who protects her children from the effects, and the fear, of
poxes, fevers and infantile disorders but also all sorts of new threats (such as global pandemics, addictions
and environmental catastrophes). The book explores a wide range of ritual and devotional practices,
including scheduled festivals, songs, vows, pageants, austerities, possession, animal sacrifices and various
forms of offering.

Built on extensive fieldwork and a close textual analysis of sources in Sanskrit and vernacular languages
(Hindi, Bhojpuri and Bengali) as well as on a rich bibliography on the struggle against smallpox in colonial
and post-colonial India, the book reflects on the ambiguous nature of Sitala as a phenomenon largely
dependent on the enduring fascination with the exotic, and the horrific, that has pervaded public renditions of
Indian culture in indigenous fiction, colonial reports, medical literature and now global culture.

To aid study, the volume includes images, web links, appendixes and a filmography.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Landers:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Religion, Devotion and Medicine in North India: The Healing
Power of Sitala. Try to face the book Religion, Devotion and Medicine in North India: The Healing Power of
Sitala as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Katrina Roberts:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a
e-book. The book Religion, Devotion and Medicine in North India: The Healing Power of Sitala it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

James Buscher:

Beside this Religion, Devotion and Medicine in North India: The Healing Power of Sitala in your phone, it
can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may
got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village.
It is good thing to have Religion, Devotion and Medicine in North India: The Healing Power of Sitala
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely
get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss
this? Find this book and read it from currently!

Elizabeth Daugherty:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by



book. Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Religion,
Devotion and Medicine in North India: The Healing Power of Sitala.
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