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In this lively and illuminating discussion of his landmark research, esteemed primatologist Frans de
Waal argues that human morality is not imposed from above but instead comes from within. Moral
behavior does not begin and end with religion but is in fact a product of evolution.

For many years, de Waal has observed chimpanzees soothe distressed neighbors and bonobos share their
food. Now he delivers fascinating fresh evidence for the seeds of ethical behavior in primate societies that
further cements the case for the biological origins of human fairness. Interweaving vivid tales from the
animal kingdom with thoughtful philosophical analysis, de Waal seeks a bottom-up explanation of morality
that emphasizes our connection with animals. In doing so, de Waal explores for the first time the
implications of his work for our understanding of modern religion. Whatever the role of religious moral
imperatives, he sees it as a “Johnny-come-lately” role that emerged only as an addition to our natural
instincts for cooperation and empathy.

But unlike the dogmatic neo-atheist of his book’s title, de Waal does not scorn religion per se. Instead, he
draws on the long tradition of humanism exemplified by the painter Hieronymus Bosch and asks reflective
readers to consider these issues from a positive perspective: What role, if any, does religion play for a well-
functioning society today? And where can believers and nonbelievers alike find the inspiration to lead a good
life?

Rich with cultural references and anecdotes of primate behavior, The Bonobo and the Atheist engagingly
builds a unique argument grounded in evolutionary biology and moral philosophy. Ever a pioneering thinker,
de Waal delivers a heartening and inclusive new perspective on human nature and our struggle to find
purpose in our lives.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Baca:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This The Bonobo and the Atheist: In Search of Humanism Among the Primates
book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer involving The Bonobo and the Atheist: In Search of Humanism Among the Primates content
conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Bonobo and the Atheist: In
Search of Humanism Among the Primates is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Helen Tate:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of
them is this The Bonobo and the Atheist: In Search of Humanism Among the Primates.

Julia Barr:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Bonobo and the Atheist: In Search of Humanism Among the Primates your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The The Bonobo and the Atheist: In Search of Humanism
Among the Primates giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

John Sherman:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By the book
The Bonobo and the Atheist: In Search of Humanism Among the Primates we can acquire more advantage.



Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose
the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book The Bonobo
and the Atheist: In Search of Humanism Among the Primates. You can more pleasing than now.
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