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In Beyond Exoticism, Timothy D. Taylor considers how western cultures’ understandings of racial, ethnic,
and cultural differences have been incorporated into music from early operas to contemporary television
advertisements, arguing that the commonly used term “exoticism” glosses over such differences in many
studies of western music. Beyond Exoticism encompasses a range of musical genres and musicians, including
Mozart, Beethoven, Jean-Philippe Rameau, Maurice Ravel, Charles Ives, Henry Cowell, Bally Sagoo, and
Bill Laswell as well as opera, symphony, country music, and “world music.” Yet, more than anything else, it
is an argument for expanding the purview of musicology to take into account not only composers’ lives and
the formal properties of the music they produce but also the larger historical and cultural forces shaping both
music and our understanding of it.

Beginning with a focus on musical manifestations of colonialism and imperialism, Taylor discusses how the
“discovery” of the New World and the development of an understanding of self as distinct from the other, of
“here” as different from “there,” was implicated in the development of tonality, a musical system which
effectively creates centers and margins. He describes how musical practices signifying nonwestern peoples
entered the western European musical vocabulary and how Darwinian thought shaped the cultural conditions
of early-twentieth-century music. In the era of globalization, new communication technologies and the
explosion of marketing and consumption have accelerated the production and circulation of tropes of
otherness. Considering western music produced under rubrics including multiculturalism, collaboration,
hybridity, and world music, Taylor scrutinizes contemporary representations of difference. He argues that
musical interpretations of the nonwestern other developed hundreds of years ago have not necessarily been
discarded; rather they have been recycled and retooled.
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From reader reviews:

Karla Whisenant:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by means
of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a book, we give you that Beyond Exoticism: Western Music and the
World (Refiguring American Music) book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Randy Anderson:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Beyond Exoticism: Western Music and the
World (Refiguring American Music), you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Karen Ofarrell:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in
the top checklist in your reading list is actually Beyond Exoticism: Western Music and the World
(Refiguring American Music). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Faye Springer:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit
or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Beyond Exoticism: Western Music and the World (Refiguring
American Music) can make you feel more interested to read.
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