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A consumer’s guide to iconic celebrity and ageless glamour
 
“Strikingly original, wickedly witty, and thoroughly learned, Roach’s anatomy of abnormally interesting
people and the vicarious pleasure we take in our modern equivalents to gods and royals will captivate its
readers from the first page. I dare you to read just one chapter!”
—Felicity Nussbaum, University of California, Los Angeles
 
“It considers the effect that arises when spectacularly compelling performers and cultural fantasy converge,
as in the outpouring of public grief over the death of Princess Diana. . . . An important work of cultural
history, full of metaphysical wit . . . It gives us a fresh vocabulary for interpreting how after-images endure
in cultural memory.”
—Andrew Sofer, Boston College
 
“Joseph Roach’s enormous erudition, sharp wit, engaging style, and gift for finding the most telling
historical detail or literary quote are here delightfully applied to the intriguing subject of why certain
historical and theatrical figures have possessed a special power to fascinate their public.”
—Marvin Carlson, Graduate Center, City University of New York
 
That mysterious characteristic “It”—“the easily perceived but hard-to-define quality possessed by
abnormally interesting people”—is the subject of Joseph Roach’s engrossing new book, which crisscrosses
centuries and continents with a deep playfulness that entertains while it enlightens.
 
Roach traces the origins of “It” back to the period following the Restoration, persuasively linking the sex
appeal of today’s celebrity figures with the attraction of those who lived centuries before. The book includes
guest appearances by King Charles II, Samuel Pepys, Flo Ziegfeld, Johnny Depp, Elinor Glyn, Clara Bow,
the Second Duke of Buckingham, John Dryden, Michael Jackson, and Lady Diana, among others.
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From reader reviews:

Karla Walker:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication It will make you to possibly be smarter. You can
feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading
any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or suitable book with you?

John James:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the It is kind
of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Connie Pauls:

It can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book
has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing It nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn
you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Claudette Everett:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific It can give you a lot of close friends because by
you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have It.
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