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In the spring of 2004, army reservist and public affairs officer Steven J. Alvarez waited to be called up as the
U.S. military stormed Baghdad and deposed Saddam Hussein. But soon after President Bush’s famous PR
stunt in which an aircraft carrier displayed the banner “Mission Accomplished,” the dynamics of the war
shifted. Selling War recounts how the U.S. military lost the information war in Iraq by engaging the wrong
audiences—that is, the Western media—by ignoring Iraqi citizens and the wider Arab population, and by
paying mere lip service to the directive to “Put an Iraqi face on everything.” In the absence of effective
communication from the U.S. military, the information void was swiftly filled by Al Qaeda and, eventually,
ISIS. As a result, efforts to create and maintain a successful, stable country were complicated and eventually
frustrated.

Alvarez couples his experiences as a public affairs officer in Iraq with extensive research on communication
and government relations to expose why communications failed and led to the breakdown on the ground. A
revealing glimpse into the inner workings of the military’s PR machine, where personnel become stewards of
presidential legacies and keepers of flawed policies, Selling War provides a critical review of the outdated
communication strategies executed in Iraq. Alvarez’s candid account demonstrates how a fundamental lack
of understanding about how to wage an information war has led to the conditions we face now: the rise of
ISIS and the return of U.S. forces to Iraq.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Stanfield:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Selling War: A
Critical Look at the Military's PR Machine suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this
era. Typically the book untitled Selling War: A Critical Look at the Military's PR Machineis the main of
several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of
this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented
of the world with this book.

Donald Cauley:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Selling War: A Critical
Look at the Military's PR Machine, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.

Elvis Quinlan:

Selling War: A Critical Look at the Military's PR Machine can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Selling War: A Critical
Look at the Military's PR Machine although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and
also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Harold Bunch:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Selling War: A Critical Look at the
Military's PR Machine guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Selling War: A Critical
Look at the Military's PR Machine as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one
reserve that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another



sixth sense.
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