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"The memoir has been, on the one hand, a startling success story in American publishing in the past quarter
century. But it has also been literature's changeling, the bad apple, ever suspect, slightly illegitimate, a
brassy parvenu talking too much about itself." - Patricia Hampl, "You're History"

Balancing precariously between history and literature, memoir writers have finally found their place on the
bookshelf. But increased notoriety brings intense scrutiny: memoirists are expected to create a narrative
worthy of fiction while also staying true to the facts. Historians, too, handle tricky issues of writing from
"real life," when imagination must fill gaps in the historical record.

In this landmark collection, Patricia Hampl and Elaine Tyler May have gathered fourteen original essays
from award-winning memoirists and historians. Whether the record emerges from archival sources or from
personal memory, these writers show how to make the leap to telling a good story, while also telling us true.

Contributors: Andre Aciman, Matt Becker, June Cross, Carlos Eire, Helen Epstein, Samuel G Freedman,
Patricia Hampl, Fenton Johnson, Alice Kaplan, Annette Kobak, Michael MacDonald, Elaine Tyler May,
Cheri Register, D. J. Waldie

Patricia Hampl is the author of three memoirs, including most recently The Florist's Daughter. Elaine
Tyler May has written several books on twentieth-century American history. Both are Regents Professors at
the University of Minnesota.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Rodriguez:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Tell Me True: Memoir, History, and Writing a Life as your
daily resource information.

Mandy Conway:

The book Tell Me True: Memoir, History, and Writing a Life has a lot associated with on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after reading this article book.

Donald Hamann:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time
to be examine. Tell Me True: Memoir, History, and Writing a Life can be your answer because it can be read
by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Luis Gray:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Tell Me True: Memoir, History, and Writing a
Life can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Tell Me True: Memoir,
History, and Writing a Life.
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