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Manga and anime (illustrated serial novels and animated films) are highly influential Japanese entertainment
media that boast tremendous domestic consumption as well as worldwide distribution and an international
audience. Drawing on Tradition examines religious aspects of the culture of manga and anime production
and consumption through a methodological synthesis of narrative and visual analysis, history, and
ethnography. Rather than merely describing the incidence of religions such as Buddhism or Shinto in these
media, Jolyon BarakaThomas shows that authors and audiences create and re-create "religious frames of
mind" through their imaginative and ritualised interactions with illustrated worlds. Manga and anime
therefore not only contribute to familiarity with traditional religious doctrines and imagery, but also allow
authors, directors, and audiences to modify and elaborate upon such traditional tropes, sometimes creating
hitherto unforeseen religious ideas and practices. The book takes play seriously by highlighting these
recursive relationships between recreation and religion, emphasising throughout the double sense of play as
entertainment and play as adulteration (i.e., the whimsical or parodic representation of religious figures,
doctrines, and imagery). Building on recent developments in academic studies of manga and anime--as well
as on recent advances in the study of religion as related to art and film--Thomas demonstrates that the
specific aesthetic qualities and industrial dispositions of manga and anime invite practices of rendition and
reception that can and do influence the ways that religious institutions and lay authors have attempted to
captivate new audiences. Drawing on Tradition will appeal to both the dilettante and the specialist: Fans and
self-professed otaku will find an engaging academic perspective on often overlooked facets of the media and
culture of manga and anime, while scholars and students of religion will discover a fresh approach to the
complicated relationships between religion and visual media, religion and quotidian practice, and the
putative differences between "traditional" and "new" religions.
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From reader reviews:

Kerry Maye:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Drawing on Tradition: Manga,
Anime, and Religion in Contemporary Japan will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make
you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
suited book with you?

Alan Archuleta:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is Drawing on Tradition: Manga, Anime, and Religion in Contemporary Japan.

Brenda Lewis:

This Drawing on Tradition: Manga, Anime, and Religion in Contemporary Japan is great book for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess
to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we
can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Drawing on Tradition: Manga, Anime, and Religion in Contemporary Japan in your hand
like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer
you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Nancy Williams:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Drawing on Tradition: Manga, Anime, and Religion in Contemporary
Japan was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book,
you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you
wanted.
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