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English Mercuries examines war and literature through the writings of veterans who came home from their
deployments to pursue literary careers. From their often neglected writings emerges a new picture of the
Elizabethan world at war. For centuries Elizabethan England has been characterized by booming patriotism
and martial energy, and the literature of this period, epitomized in works like Shakespeare's Henry V, has
been seen as celebrating a proud and defiant kingdom unified around its wars with Spain. Beneath this
patriotic veneer, however, was a country withering under the costs of seemingly endless military
commitments and ripped apart by doubts about the purpose of war and mistrust of state officials who
advanced their own political interests through war at the expense of the people who had to fight and pay for
it.

These misgivings are a powerful undercurrent in much of the literature of the period, even the most
ostensibly patriotic works, but it is in the writings on war by soldier poets where they are most clearly
pronounced. Fashioning themselves as servants of both Mars and Mercury (the god of war and the god of
writing), Elizabethan soldier poets focused their war stories on the gritty realities of military campaigning,
the price individuals paid for serving the state, and the difficulties of returning to civilian life. The book
reconsiders some familiar writers like John Donne and Ben Jonson in the context of their military
experiences and provides comprehensive studies of some important but underappreciated soldier poets like
Thomas Churchyard, George Gascoigne, and John Harington.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Calderon:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you should have this English Mercuries: Soldier Poets in the Age of Shakespeare.

James Peterson:

This English Mercuries: Soldier Poets in the Age of Shakespeare usually are reliable for you who want to be
a successful person, why. The reason of this English Mercuries: Soldier Poets in the Age of Shakespeare can
be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed
anyone with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this English
Mercuries: Soldier Poets in the Age of Shakespeare forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Angel Martinez:

This English Mercuries: Soldier Poets in the Age of Shakespeare is fresh way for you who has fascination to
look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this English Mercuries: Soldier Poets in the Age of
Shakespeare can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is
easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in
the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life
and also knowledge.

Ron Matthies:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the English Mercuries: Soldier Poets in the Age of Shakespeare when you



needed it?
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