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This book is the first major cross-linguistic study of 'flexible words', i.e. words that cannot be classified in
terms of the traditional lexical categories Verb, Noun, Adjective or Adverb. Flexible words can - without
special morphosyntactic marking - serve in functions for which other languages must employ members of
two or more of the four traditional, 'specialised' word classes. Thus, flexible words are underspecified for
communicative functions like 'predicating' (verbal function), 'referring' (nominal function) or 'modifying' (a
function typically associated with adjectives and e.g. manner adverbs).

Even though linguists have been aware of flexible world classes for more than a century, the phenomenon
has not played a role in the development of linguistic typology or modern grammatical theory. The current
volume aims to address this gap by offering detailed studies on lexical word classes, investigating their
properties and what it means for the grammar of a language to have such a word class. It includes new cross-
linguistic studies of word class systems as well as original descriptive and theoretical contributions from
authors with an expert knowledge of languages that have played - or should play - a role in the debate about
flexible word classes, including Kharia, Riau Indonesian, Santali, Sri Lanka Malay, Lushootseed,
Gooniyandi, and Late Archaic Chinese.
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From reader reviews:

Karole Standley:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Flexible Word Classes: Typological studies of
underspecified parts of speech (Oxford Linguistics). You can choose the best book if you like reading a
book. As long as we know about how is important the book Flexible Word Classes: Typological studies of
underspecified parts of speech (Oxford Linguistics). You can add know-how and of course you can around
the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-
book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

James Pickett:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for all of us. The book Flexible Word Classes: Typological studies of
underspecified parts of speech (Oxford Linguistics) seemed to be making you to know about other know-
how and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book Flexible Word
Classes: Typological studies of underspecified parts of speech (Oxford Linguistics) is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend
your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Flexible Word Classes:
Typological studies of underspecified parts of speech (Oxford Linguistics). You never experience lose out
for everything when you read some books.

Edward Stevenson:

This Flexible Word Classes: Typological studies of underspecified parts of speech (Oxford Linguistics) book
is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This specific Flexible Word Classes: Typological studies of
underspecified parts of speech (Oxford Linguistics) without we know teach the one who reading through it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Flexible Word Classes: Typological studies
of underspecified parts of speech (Oxford Linguistics) can bring once you are and not make your bag space
or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Flexible
Word Classes: Typological studies of underspecified parts of speech (Oxford Linguistics) having good
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Jared Carter:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share



their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this
Flexible Word Classes: Typological studies of underspecified parts of speech (Oxford Linguistics).
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