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West Indian immigrants to the United States fare better than native-born African Americans on a wide array
of economic measures, including labor force participation, earnings, and occupational prestige. Some
researchers argue that the root of this difference lies in differing cultural attitudes toward work, while others
maintain that white Americans favor West Indian blacks over African Americans, giving them an edge in the
workforce. Still others hold that West Indians who emigrate to this country are more ambitious and talented
than those they left behind. In West Indian Immigrants,  sociologist Suzanne Model subjects these theories to
close historical and empirical scrutiny to unravel the mystery of West Indian success.

West Indian Immigrants draws on four decades of national census data, surveys of Caribbean emigrants
around the world, and historical records dating back to the emergence of the slave trade. Model debunks the
notion that growing up in an all-black society is an advantage by showing that immigrants from racially
homogeneous and racially heterogeneous areas have identical economic outcomes. Weighing the evidence
for white American favoritism, Model compares West Indian immigrants in New York, Toronto, London,
and Amsterdam, and finds that, despite variation in the labor markets and ethnic composition of these cities,
Caribbean immigrants in these four cities attain similar levels of economic success. Model also looks at
“movers” and “stayers” from Barbados, Jamaica, Trinidad, and Guyana, and finds that emigrants leaving all
four countries have more education and hold higher status jobs than those who remain. In this sense, West
Indians immigrants are not so different from successful native-born African Americans who have moved
within the U.S. to further their careers. Both West Indian immigrants and native-born African-American
movers are the “best and the brightest”—they are more literate and hold better jobs than those who stay put.
While political debates about the nature of black disadvantage in America have long fixated on West
Indians’ relatively favorable economic position, this crucial finding reveals a fundamental flaw in the
argument that West Indian success is proof of native-born blacks’ behavioral shortcomings. Proponents of
this viewpoint have overlooked the critical role of immigrant self-selection.

West Indian Immigrants is a sweeping historical narrative and definitive empirical analysis that promises to
change the way we think about what it means to be a black American. Ultimately, Model shows that West
Indians aren’t a black success story at all—rather, they are an immigrant success story.
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From reader reviews:

Johnnie McCormick:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The West
Indian Immigrants: A Black Success Story? provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Milton Hill:

This West Indian Immigrants: A Black Success Story? is new way for you who has curiosity to look for
some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this West Indian Immigrants: A Black
Success Story? can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book
web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So
there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.

Jesus Gates:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
internal or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this West Indian Immigrants: A Black Success Story? can make you experience more interested
to read.

Eric Kinlaw:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. In
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
find the West Indian Immigrants: A Black Success Story? when you necessary it?
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