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Art criticism was once passionate, polemical, and judgmental; now critics are more often interested in
ambiguity, neutrality, and nuanced description. And while art criticism is ubiquitous in newspapers,
magazines, and exhibition brochures, it is also virtually absent from academic writing. How is it that even as
criticism drifts away from academia, it becomes more academic? How is it that sifting through a countless
array of colorful periodicals and catalogs makes criticism seem to slip even further from our grasp? In this
pamphlet, James Elkins surveys the last fifty years of art criticism, proposing some interesting explanations
for these startling changes.

"In What Happened to Art Criticism?, art historian James Elkins sounds the alarm about the perilous state of
that craft, which he believes is 'In worldwide crisis . . . dissolving into the background clutter of ephemeral
cultural criticism' even as more and more people are doing it. 'It's dying, but it's everywhere . . . massively
produced, and massively ignored.' Those who pay attention to other sorts of criticism may recognize the
problems Elkins describes: 'Local judgments are preferred to wider ones, and recently judgments themselves
have even come to seem inappropriate. In their place critics proffer informal opinions or transitory thoughts,
and they shy from strong commitments.' What he'd like to see more of: ambitious judgment, reflection about
judgment itself, and 'criticism important enough to count as history, and vice versa.' Amen to
that."—Jennifer Howard, Washington Post Book World
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From reader reviews:

Martha Doughty:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed
What Happened to Art Criticism? (Prickly Paradigm)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it
is opinion or you have different opinion?

Carl Harber:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title What Happened
to Art Criticism? (Prickly Paradigm) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this
era. Typically the book untitled What Happened to Art Criticism? (Prickly Paradigm)is the one of several
books that everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-
book you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a
large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this
book.

Danny Solberg:

What Happened to Art Criticism? (Prickly Paradigm) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing What Happened to Art
Criticism? (Prickly Paradigm) yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Mario Davis:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be What Happened to Art Criticism? (Prickly Paradigm)
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually.
The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.
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