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Louisa May Alcott, who spent much of her childhood amid an intellectual circle that included Ralph Waldo
Emerson, Henry Thoreau, and Nathaniel Hawthorne, embarked on her own literary efforts at an early age.
Her recently discovered first novel, The Inheritance, written when Alcott was just 17, offers readers a
fascinating look at the birth of a remarkable career.Influenced by the melodrama of the contemporary theater,
the sentimental romances she read as a child, and the popular gothic novels of the time, Alcott weaves a tale
far removed from the reality of her everyday life in Boston. The Inheritance, set in an English country
manor, is the story of Edith Adelon, an Italian orphan brought to England by Lord Hamilton as a companion
for his children. With a charm reminiscent of Jane Austen's novels, Alcott's plot sets love and courtesy
against depravity and dishonor -- and with the help of a secret inheritance, allows virtue to prevail.In their
Introduction, Joel Myerson and Daniel Shealy relate their fortuitous discovery of Alcott's manuscript draft of
The Inheritance (preserved at the Houghton Library of Harvard). They explore the forces -- both literary and
personal -- that shaped the novel, and study how it foreshadowed Alcott's later work.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Gross:

The book The Inheritance (Penguin Classics) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to
make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Inheritance (Penguin Classics) to
become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read
a publication The Inheritance (Penguin Classics). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Richard Williams:

This The Inheritance (Penguin Classics) are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person,
why. The explanation of this The Inheritance (Penguin Classics) can be one of the great books you must have
is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that
probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere
and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Inheritance (Penguin
Classics) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Marc Medina:

The book The Inheritance (Penguin Classics) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can
get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of
write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Robert Vargas:

The book untitled The Inheritance (Penguin Classics) contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you
can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of
time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or
program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book,
you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.
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