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Hidden away in foggy, uncharted rain forest valleys in Northern California are the largest and tallest
organisms the world has ever sustained–the coast redwood trees, Sequoia sempervirens. Ninety-six percent
of the ancient redwood forests have been destroyed by logging, but the untouched fragments that remain are
among the great wonders of nature. The biggest redwoods have trunks up to thirty feet wide and can rise
more than thirty-five stories above the ground, forming cathedral-like structures in the air. Until recently,
redwoods were thought to be virtually impossible to ascend, and the canopy at the tops of these majestic
trees was undiscovered. In The Wild Trees, Richard Preston unfolds the spellbinding story of Steve Sillett,
Marie Antoine, and the tiny group of daring botanists and amateur naturalists that found a lost world above
California, a world that is dangerous, hauntingly beautiful, and unexplored.

The canopy voyagers are young–just college students when they start their quest–and they share a passion
for these trees, persevering in spite of sometimes crushing personal obstacles and failings. They take big
risks, they ignore common wisdom (such as the notion that there’s nothing left to discover in North
America), and they even make love in hammocks stretched between branches three hundred feet in the air.

The deep redwood canopy is a vertical Eden filled with mosses, lichens, spotted salamanders, hanging
gardens of ferns, and thickets of huckleberry bushes, all growing out of massive trunk systems that have
fused and formed flying buttresses, sometimes carved into blackened chambers, hollowed out by fire, called
“fire caves.” Thick layers of soil sitting on limbs harbor animal and plant life that is unknown to science.
Humans move through the deep canopy suspended on ropes, far out of sight of the ground, knowing that the
price of a small mistake can be a plunge to one’s death.

Preston’s account of this amazing world, by turns terrifying, moving, and fascinating, is an adventure story
told in novelistic detail by a master of nonfiction narrative. The author shares his protagonists’ passion for
tall trees, and he mastered the techniques of tall-tree climbing to tell the story in The Wild Trees–the story of
the fate of the world’s most splendid forests and of the imperiled biosphere itself.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Pearlie Henry:

Here thing why this kind of The Wild Trees: A Story of Passion and Daring are different and reputable to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as delicious as food or not. The Wild Trees: A Story of Passion and Daring giving you information
deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Wild
Trees: A Story of Passion and Daring. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about
the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Wild Trees: A Story of Passion and Daring in e-book can
be your option.

Janet Speer:

Typically the book The Wild Trees: A Story of Passion and Daring will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Wild Trees: A Story of Passion and
Daring is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site,
so you can quicker to read the book.

Christopher Watson:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is
this The Wild Trees: A Story of Passion and Daring.

Robert Kuehner:

The Wild Trees: A Story of Passion and Daring can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Wild Trees: A
Story of Passion and Daring nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn
you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.
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