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Ambitious entrepreneurs, isthmian politicians, and mercenaries who dramatically altered Central America's
political culture, economies, and even its traditional social values populate this lively story of a generation of
North and Central Americans and their roles in the transformation of Central America from the late
nineteenth century until the onset of the Depression. The Banana Men is a study of modernization, its
benefits, and its often frightful costs.
The colorful characters in this study are fascinating, if not always admirable. Sam "the Banana Man"
Zemurray, a Bessarabian Jewish immigrant, made a fortune in Honduran bananas after he got into the
business of "revolutin," and his exploits are now legendary. His hired mercenary Lee Christmas, a bellicose
Mississippian, made a reputation in Honduras as a man who could use a weapon. The supporting cast
includes Minor Keith, a railroad builder and banana baron; Manuel Bonilla, the Honduran mulatto whose
cause Zemurray subsidized; and Jose Santos Zelaya, who ruled Nicaragua from 1893 to 1910.
The political and social turmoil of the modern Central America cannot be understood without reference to
the fifty-year epoch in which the United States imposed its political and economic influence on vulnerable
Central American societies. The predicament of Central Americans today, as isthmian peoples know, is
rooted in their past, and North Americans have had a great deal to do with the shaping of their history, for
better or worse.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Abrams:

Here thing why that The Banana Men: American Mercenaries and Entrepreneurs in Central America, 1880-
1930 are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Banana Men: American
Mercenaries and Entrepreneurs in Central America, 1880-1930 giving you information deeper since different
ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with The Banana Men: American
Mercenaries and Entrepreneurs in Central America, 1880-1930. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open
up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you.
You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case
you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Banana Men: American
Mercenaries and Entrepreneurs in Central America, 1880-1930 in e-book can be your choice.

Donald Jones:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Banana Men: American
Mercenaries and Entrepreneurs in Central America, 1880-1930 can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh
book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common
not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

James Melendez:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
listing in your reading list is actually The Banana Men: American Mercenaries and Entrepreneurs in Central
America, 1880-1930. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.

Robert Barker:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book The Banana Men: American
Mercenaries and Entrepreneurs in Central America, 1880-1930 to make your personal reading is interesting.
Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make
you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve The Banana Men:
American Mercenaries and Entrepreneurs in Central America, 1880-1930 can to be your friend when you're
feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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