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At atime when slavery was spreading and the country was steeped in racism, two white men and two black
men overcame social barriers and mistrust to form a unique alliance that sought nothing less than the end of
all evil. Drawing on the largest extant bi-racia correspondence in the Civil War era, John Stauffer braids
together these men's struggles to reconcile ideals of justice with the reality of slavery and oppression. Who
could imagine that Gerrit Smith, one of the richest men in the country, would give away his wealth to the
poor and ally himself with Frederick Douglass, an ex-dave? And why would James M cCune Smith, the most
educated black man in the country, link arms with John Brown, a bankrupt entrepreneur, along with the
others? Distinguished by their interracial bonds, they shared a millennialist vision of a new world where
everyone was free and equal .

As the nation headed toward armed conflict, these men waged their own war by establishing model
interracial communities, forming a new political party, and embracing violence. Their revolutionary ethos
bridged the divide between the sacred and the profane, black and white, masculine and feminine, and
civilization and savagery that had long girded western culture. In so doing, it embraced a malleable and
"black-hearted" self that was capable of violent revolt against a slaveholding nation, in order to usher in a
kingdom of God on earth. In tracing the rise and fall of their prophetic vision and alliance, Stauffer reveals
how radical reform helped propel the nation toward war even as it strove to vanquish slavery and preserve
the peace.
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From reader reviews:
Ashley Staley:

With other case, little persons like to read book The Black Hearts of Men: Radical Abolitionists and the
Transformation of Race. Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know
about how isimportant any book The Black Hearts of Men: Radical Abolitionists and the Transformation of
Race. Y ou can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad
you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can
easily open abook or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Samuel Brooks:

Here thing why this particular The Black Hearts of Men: Radical Abolitionists and the Transformation of
Race are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading abook is good but it really dependsin the
content of the usb ports which isthe content is as yummy as food or not. The Black Hearts of Men: Radical
Abolitionists and the Transformation of Race giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find
any book out there but there is no book that similar with The Black Hearts of Men: Radical Abolitionists and
the Transformation of Race. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing
in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties
in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Black Hearts of Men: Radical Abolitionists and the
Transformation of Race in e-book can be your option.

Glenn Bail:

Typically the book The Black Hearts of Men: Radical Abolitionists and the Transformation of Race will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea
isvery unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Black
Hearts of Men: Radical Abolitionists and the Transformation of Race is much recommended to you you just
read. Y ou can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Danidl Johnson:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your totally
freetime/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Black Hearts of Men: Radical Abolitionists



and the Transformation of Race can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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