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The French government's 2004 decision to ban Islamic headscarves and other religious signs from public
schools puzzled many observers, both because it seemed to infringe needlessly on religious freedom, and
because it was hailed by many in France as an answer to a surprisingly wide range of socia ills, from
violence against females in poor suburbs to anti-Semitism. Why the French Don't Like Headscarves explains
why headscarves on schoolgirls caused such afuror, and why the furor yielded this law. Making sense of the
dramatic debate from his perspective as an American anthropologist in France at the time, John Bowen
writes about everyday life and public events while also presenting interviews with officials and intellectuals,
and analyzing French television programs and other media

Bowen argues that the focus on headscarves came from a century-old sensitivity to the public presence of
religion in schools, feared links between public expressions of |slamic identity and radical 1lam, and a
media-driven frenzy that built support for a headscarf ban during 2003-2004. Although the defense of laicité
(secularity) was cited as the law's major justification, politicians, intellectuals, and the media linked the
scarves to more concrete social anxieties--about "communalism,” political 1slam, and violence toward
women.

Written in engaging, jargon-free prose, Why the French Don't Like Headscarves is the first comprehensive
and objective analysis of this subject, in any language, and it speaks to tensions between assimilation and
diversity that extend well beyond France's borders.
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From reader reviews:
Ila Robinette:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get alife style. Thisreading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Why the French Don't Like
Headscarves: Islam, the State, and Public Space is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Clorinda Combs:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possihilities will not happen with you if you take Why the French Don't Like Headscarves:
Islam, the State, and Public Space as the daily resource information.

Garth McDonald:

The publication untitled Why the French Don't Like Headscarves: |slam, the State, and Public Spaceisthe
guide that recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The writer was did alot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could get the e-book of Why the French Don't Like
Headscarves: Ilam, the State, and Public Space from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy free time.

Claudia Butler:

Reading a book being new life stylein thisyr; every people loves to read a book. When you study a book
you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, aswell
as soon. The Why the French Don't Like Headscarves: |slam, the State, and Public Space provide you with a
new experience in studying a book.
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