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Entangling Vines, a translation of the Shumon kattoshu, is one of the few major koan texts to have been
compiled in Japan rather than China. Indeed, Kajitani Sonin (1914 - 95), former chief abbot of Shokoku-ji
and author of an annotated, modern-Japanese translation of the Kattoshu, commented that "herein are
compiled the basic Dharma materials of the koan system." Most of the central koans of the contemporary
Rinzai koan curriculum are contained in this work.

A distinctive feature of Entangling Vines is that, unlike The Gateless Gate and Blue Cliff Record, it presents
the koans "bare," with no introductions, commentaries, or verses. Its straightforward structure lends the
koans added force and immediacy, emphasizing the Great Matter, the essential point to be interrogated, and
providing ample material for the rigors of examining and refining Zen experience.

Containing 272 cases and extensive note material, the collection is indispensable for serious koan training
and will also be of interest for anyone drawn to Zen literature. The present translation had its origins in the
discussions between three forward-looking modern Japanese Zen masters and Thomas Kirchner, an
experienced Zen monk from America. And Kirchner's careful annotation of each koan makes this a brilliant
introduction to Buddhist philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Myrtie Hammond:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Entangling Vines: A Classic Collection of Zen Koans.

Gayle Anderson:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Entangling Vines: A Classic
Collection of Zen Koans will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
appropriate book with you?

Jordan Miller:

The particular book Entangling Vines: A Classic Collection of Zen Koans has a lot info on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after perusing this book.

Fred Nelson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Entangling Vines: A Classic Collection of Zen Koans why
because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly assist you to pick up this book.
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