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Despite its reputation for religious intolerance, the Middle East has long sheltered many distinctive and
strange faiths: one regards the Greek prophets as incarnations of God, another reveres Lucifer in the form of
a peacock, and yet another believes that their followers are reincarnated beings who have existed in various
forms for thousands of years. These religions represent the last vestiges of the magnificent civilizations in
ancient history: Persia, Babylon, Egypt in the time of the Pharaohs. Their followers have learned how to
survive foreign attacks and the perils of assimilation. But today, with the Middle East in turmoil, they face
greater challenges than ever before.

In Heirs to Forgotten Kingdoms, former diplomat Gerard Russell ventures to the distant, nearly impassable
regions where these mysterious religions still cling to survival. He lives alongside the Mandaeans and Ezidis
of Iraq, the Zoroastrians of Iran, the Copts of Egypt, and others. He learns their histories, participates in their
rituals, and comes to understand the threats to their communities. Historically a tolerant faith, Islam has,
since the early 20th century, witnessed the rise of militant, extremist sects. This development, along with the
rippling effects of Western invasion, now pose existential threats to these minority faiths. And as more and
more of their youth flee to the West in search of greater freedoms and job prospects, these religions face the
dire possibility of extinction.

Drawing on his extensive travels and archival research, Russell provides an essential record of the past,
present, and perilous future of these remarkable religions.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Gaither:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Heirs to Forgotten Kingdoms: Journeys Into the Disappearing Religions of the
Middle East.

Homer Smith:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent
in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this Heirs to Forgotten
Kingdoms: Journeys Into the Disappearing Religions of the Middle East.

Lillian Albrecht:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Heirs to Forgotten Kingdoms: Journeys Into
the Disappearing Religions of the Middle East e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you
still hesitation Heirs to Forgotten Kingdoms: Journeys Into the Disappearing Religions of the Middle East as
good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine
book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Donna Nichols:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
are related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
the books in the top collection in your reading list is usually Heirs to Forgotten Kingdoms: Journeys Into the
Disappearing Religions of the Middle East. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many



advantages.
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