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The first retrospective of one of the defining visual stylists of the 1950s.

Vintage music buffs have long been bedazzled by bizarre, cartoonish album covers tagged with the signature
"Flora." In the 1940s and '50s, James (Jim) Flora designed dozens of diabolic cover illustrations, many for
Columbia and RCA Victor jazz artists. His designs pulsed with angular hepcats bearing funnel-tapered noses
and shark-fin chins, who fingered cockeyed pianos and honked lollipop-hued horns. In the background,
geometric doo-dads floated willy-nilly like a kindergarten toy room gone anti-gravitational. He wreaked
havoc with the laws of physics, conjuring up flying musicians, levitating instruments, and wobbly
dimensional perspectives. Yet Flora's wondrous, childlike exuberance was subverted by a sinister tinge of the
grotesque. As Flora confessed in a 1998 interview, "I got away with murder, didn't I?"

This is the first collection of the marvelous, mischievous album art of Jim Flora (1914-1998). The book
contains most of Flora's known covers (around 50), which command high prices on eBay. The gallery
includes rarely seen illustrations and covers from Columbia's new release monthly, "Coda" (1943-1953), and
some of Flora's post-WWII commercial magazine work. The Mischievous Art of Jim Flora also presents the
first reprinting of Flora's fabled Little Man Press work (1939-1942). LMP was a small publishing imprint
started by literary nutjob Robert Lowry, who recruited Flora as his graphic co-conspirator. Their LMP
editions were printed at home in small runs of 125 to 400 copies. These books served as artistic rites of
exorcism for Flora, as the budding illustrator's images veered from childish whimsy to disturbing
freakishness. The book encapsulates Flora's life with a biographical profile, interviews, photos,
autobiographical reminiscences, and tributes from Alex Steinweiss, Gene Deitch, Shag, R.O. Blechman, Tim
Biskup, and others who knew Jim and/or were influenced by him. Full-color and black-and-white
illustrations throughout
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From reader reviews:

Susan Roundy:

The book Mischievous Art of Jim Flora make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book Mischievous Art of Jim
Flora for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase
your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a
book Mischievous Art of Jim Flora. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Robert Brown:

Here thing why this Mischievous Art of Jim Flora are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as
food or not. Mischievous Art of Jim Flora giving you information deeper including different ways, you can
find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Mischievous Art of Jim Flora. It gives you
thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area,
café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book
maybe the form of Mischievous Art of Jim Flora in e-book can be your alternate.

Albert Gilchrist:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is Mischievous Art of Jim Flora this guide consist a lot of the information
with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up.
The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
study when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Jeff Jones:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Mischievous Art of Jim Flora to make
your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about
book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it.
Beside that the reserve Mischievous Art of Jim Flora can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense
alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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