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In this stunningly original and controversial book, Theodore Von Laue presents an entirely new perspective
for understanding the dynamics of 20th century history. The author argues that the global violence and
warfare of this century are the consequences of the little understood world revolution of Westernization.
Accounting for world wars, the rise of communism and fascism, decolonization, third world dictatorships,
and contemporary terrorism, he describes the twin processes of the expansion of western power and the
emergence of global interdependence.

The ascendance of Europe had, by the turn of the century, brought all parts of the world under its influence
and control. Westerners have seen such global emulation asa"civilizing" process. But Von Laue contends
that the rest of the world's attempt to catch up with the West militarily, economically, and politically has
been a traumatic experience as societies have been forced to undergo in afew decades, changes that
Europeans underwent in many centuries, causing many countries to fall prey to totalitarian regimes and
military strife. "Western power and western culture” Von Laue writes, "have inflicted a permanent cultural
revolution upon the unprepared non-western peoples by foisting upon them the necessity of abject imitation."
Von Laue's journey through the 20th century begins in the 1870s with the British raj in India. He considers
the colonization of Africa, the fall of the Ottoman Empire, and the special case of Japan, before moving on to
the World War | era, the communist and fascist "counter-revolutions,” the Great Depression, Stalinism and
Hitler's unleashing of World War 11. In hisanalysis of the post-war era, the United States emerges as the
foremost superpower, and the nuclear arms race the most dangerous of all global tensions. He pays special
attention to the experiences of leadersin newly independent nations. Nehru in India; Sukarno in Indonesia;
Nasser in Egypt; and Nkrumah in Ghana; he also analyses Mao's China.

Asachallenging history of the contemporary age, this book will make its readers think, whether in
agreement or disagreement, more globally and compassionately about the complex issues that threaten our
peace and survival aswe prepare to enter the 21st century.
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From reader reviews:
Edward Olivieri:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for awhileis
reading. Y ep, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this The World Revolution of
Westernization: The Twentieth Century in Global Perspective book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Richard Mills:

This book untitled The World Revolution of Westernization: The Twentieth Century in Global Perspective to
be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a
lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by
way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Maobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

CarrieCorrdl:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying The World Revolution of
Westernization: The Twentieth Century in Global Perspective that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky man but for al of you who wants to possibly be success person. So, for all you
who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick The World Revolution of Westernization: The
Twentieth Century in Global Perspective become your own persona starter.

Jill Williams;

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is The World Revolution of Westernization: The Twentieth Century in
Global Perspective this book consist alot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book
was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited
al of you.
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