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One of the most influential figures in the history of photography, Edward Steichen (1879-1973) was also one
of the most precocious. Born in Luxembourg, raised in Wisconsin, and trained as a lithographer's apprentice,
Steichen took up photography in his teens and by age twenty-three had created brooding tonalist landscapes
and brilliant psychological studies that won the praise of Alfred Stieglitz in New York and Auguste Rodin in
Paris, among others. Over the next decade, this young man--the preferred portraitist of the elite of two
continents--was repeatedly acclaimed as the peerless master of the painterly photograph. This volume,
covering the period from the late 1890s to World War I, highlights masterpieces from The Metropolitan
Museum of Art, which houses the finest collection of Steichen's early work in the world, and reproduces
them in near-facsimile through four-color digital offset lithography.

Steichen worked with a designer's inventive eye, a Symbolist's poetic sensibility, an entrepreneur's charisma,
and--above all--the originality and finesse of a creative and painstaking printer to establish ambitious new
standards in artistic photography. Overlaying the subtle tone-poetry of his platinum prints with repeated
washes of harmonious color, he created unforgettable images. In his three famous twilight views of New
York's Flatiron Building, one of the landmarks of turn-of-the-century architecture, Steichen crafted a
powerful symbol of a new age. His stunning sequence of Rodin's Balzac figure in the moonlight is presented
here as are his nudes, with their frankly erotic sense of flesh and weight. And the intense energy of a decade
comes to life in his portraits of a diverse cast ranging from Richard Strauss to J. P. Morgan, Maurice
Maeterlinck to George Bernard Shaw--and Steichen himself, the founding auteur of a century of celebrity. In
the accompanying text, Joel Smith explores Steichen's maturing artistry in the light of contemporary
developments in photography, graphic design, and the decorative arts.

This is a stunning visual record of the emergence of Steichen as a great artist and is one of the most
important books to be published on his life and work in recent years.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Butler:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Edward Steichen : The Early
Years. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other
social media.

Annie Hernandez:

The knowledge that you get from Edward Steichen : The Early Years may be the more deep you looking the
information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to be aware of but Edward Steichen : The Early Years giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the
author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
suggest you for having that Edward Steichen : The Early Years instantly.

Lila Smith:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Edward Steichen : The Early Years, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Doris Stone:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Edward Steichen : The Early Years or others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more
and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping
them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes Edward Steichen
: The Early Years to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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