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Irony today extends beyond its classification as a figure of speech and is increasingly recognized as one of
the major modes of human experience. This idea of irony as an integral force in social life is at the center of
this provocative book. The result of a meeting where anthropologists were invited to explore the politics of
irony and the moral responsibilities that accompany its recognition, this book is one of the first to lend an
anthropological perspective to this contemporary phenomenon.

The first group of essays explores the limits to irony's liberating qualities from the constrained use of irony in
congressional hearings to its reactive presence amid widening disparities of wealth despite decades of world
development. The second section presents irony's more positive dimensions through an array of examples
such as the use of irony by Chinese writers and Irish humorists. Framed by the editors' theoretical
introduction to the issues posed by irony and responses to the essays by two literary scholars, Irony in Action
is a timely contribution in the contemporary reinvention of anthropology.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Numbers:

The book Irony in Action: Anthropology, Practice, and the Moral Imagination can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a
book Irony in Action: Anthropology, Practice, and the Moral Imagination? A few of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right
now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book Irony in Action: Anthropology, Practice, and the Moral Imagination
has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous
world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Elizabeth Webster:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
lots of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read will be Irony in Action: Anthropology, Practice, and the Moral Imagination.

Willard Edwards:

This Irony in Action: Anthropology, Practice, and the Moral Imagination is great reserve for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can say
no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean
it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Irony in Action: Anthropology, Practice, and the Moral Imagination in your
hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer
you world within ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Laura Ide:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Irony in Action: Anthropology, Practice, and the
Moral Imagination can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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