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Good and evil, clean and unclean, rich and poor, self and other. The nature and function of such binary
oppositions have long intrigued scholars in such fields as philosophy, linguistics, classics, and anthropology.
From the opening chapters of Genesis, in which God separates day from night, and Adam and Eve partake of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, dyadic pairs proliferate throughout the Hebrew Bible. In this
groundbreaking work melding critical exegesis and contemporary theory, Saul M. Olyan considers the
prevalence of polarities in biblical discourse and expounds their significance for the social and religious
institutions of ancient Israel. Extant biblical narrative and legal texts reveal a set of socially constructed and
culturally privileged binary oppositions, Olyan argues, which instigate and perpetuate hierarchical social
relations in ritual settings such as the sanctuary.

Focusing on four binary pairs--holy/common, Israelite/alien, clean/unclean, and whole/blemished--Olyan
shows how these privileged oppositions were used to restrict access to cultic spaces, such as the temple or
the Passover table. These ritual sites, therefore, became the primary contexts for creating and recreating
unequal social relations. Olyan also uncovers a pattern of challenge to the established hierarchies by
nonprivileged groups. Converging with contemporary issues of power, marginalization, and privileging,
Olyan's painstaking yet lucid study abounds with implications for anthropology, classics, critical theory, and
feminist studies.
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From reader reviews:

Arlie Carrillo:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy
read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Rites and Rank is kind of guide
which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

David Peacock:

The book Rites and Rank has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading
this book.

Walter Telford:

The book untitled Rites and Rank contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with
easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read
that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary
works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you
can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official
web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Carmela Martin:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Rites and Rank was colourful and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book Rites and Rank has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents.
For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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